. 


1 PRINTED FOR R. MON CRIEPFE, T. 


7 
o - * 4 -- 


3 ö "_ 2 s * % ; ** 
E VERA L SU | 
— I * * " 
4 1 { * 
4 1 c 7 
* £ R y * "TR. 
ET | : * 
$ 1 ve 
* 9 — — 


3 393 
8 1 
*43 » 4 


1 Pp. BYRNE, AND. c. LEWIS. 


174 
. 2 PRE PO I I I — 
„ 
. 


5 a S 


u, oc, LX III. =. 


101 TI. 


91 


4 


. ö 2 - | ; 


23[4U2 IASAVAE 


. 
* x ; 
* = 
Y 
' 
5 * 0 # 
. 
£ 
- 5 * 
. o 
1 „„ 
* — 8 —— 


HT HAT AMAG yi \ 


« N - 


-. N. D * * A 
; y 1 ” * 


: A = CODER EF Nas n : i ; 
© : * 7 4 * A | JC. 7% 4 | 4 2 . 
' | 1 3 CAA 1 474 4 4 


act Abe. acti 


\ — eran —— 
5 — 


*, 
* þ 
— *. 
* 9 
: "YL 5 22 
1 BO * " 
„ 4 " 
Hy ** N > * 3 
FA es 4 we 
x 75 ; * hs 6 F : 
5 PRES” 
* d . 
# 


; 


TPTA EQ... 
1 1 12109210 | | 
by 77 ed 1 a 
E 8. 
N 401171319921 #1 
* 
nn 1 
„ e ne vA O 
nw rtr 12169210 
Dishes I. 
2 — 1 —— > hug Mn Wee f 0 : 
N the Fa of Univerſal Being "0 
Iv 75 rind ö ; 2 . | a 
Dis opinie . 7 
8 Os br NN NN 3 0 
2 to Inferi ior aua RL 5 Ns 
Droqur91710N I. 
bg 


On a | Pre-exifient State = „ 


Dis dursiriex A 3 


daun, of Tie 28 


\ 


CONTENTS 


2 e. I NL HEN 
1 8 nnr * . * * erer, * x * 3 


Dis is 171en V. 


On the Anabgy berween F; = Material 
and Injellefltal ' * ase 7 8 


8 PDiscprs 1110 VL 


FI 


1 


On Rational Chrifhanity h | 


Disauisirien VIL 
On Government and Coil Literty, - 106 
n bY i; Th TAE . dy 2 W 5 0 wh. V . 
DisquisrTION VIL 
On Religious Bea Ybments h 1 36 
11 s Nr . 5 * V8 (ON 3 =. 
8 rot: 210 
aL - — VN SL 
„„ 5 
VI N. 
- DISQUE 


17 


DIE . 80 I otro 10 * Il | 
SI TION, 85 Ge. a 
biste 10 Ns, & 


21 Ste en elttii 
2 » : 
fy hits ie 
* up 
4 * . 
— [ N — +»; „ ** ' , A N — . 
mor 9199157 9W ebsubas 918 


| "; 4 oo WE ! 
2 2toclt IO Sit band cl 104 


100721] "Ie FATE N * Tot 


4 , of: J 1 
bm o H att Lexi d sis holt 


H enen oy nee * NG. 


"JF 11 RTE et 123 8 

* ION Ainet en . 

HE fer wei wire to the works 

7 N PF: Sy Cloak [J 5 T 101 ue. 
of our Creator, 8 * erident 

:5Gf190097 BY if nino 10 


\ 


- 


Rex ve A diſcover. of his infinite 


5 1 II 77 2 BIT! a 
wiſdom and power, and sin none 


218800 RO!8rog?* 1 55 18 
more remarkable, than in that Wa 
ful chain of Beings, with which this ter- 
'reftrial : Lets is furniſhed; riſing above 
ech A office; Hitt the ſenſeleſs clod, to che 

YE brighteſt 


4-7 


we 


ties, Tk lm this Ti 
tion, are ſo mixed, that where ohe ends, 


2 


5 God: has, be n 


... — . —— w 


tho the 3 nel is dera viſible; 


the links, which compoſe i it, are ſo minute, 


and ſo finely y Wrought, that dc "ARON 
imperceptible to our eyes. The various 


qualities, with which theſe, yarious Bein os 


are endued, we perceive without diffi- | 
culty, but os boundaries of thoſe quali- 


alt 'ﬆf ſabordina- | 


A292 


0 TC ALIA 
and the next begins, we are table t to 
_ diſcover. The manner by, RED 


411. 


"performed, 18 a kütt = þ worthy ® 


1196175 330m 1 18970 2006 .. 
our confi deration, tho 1 45 not lemem er 


— 85 


[ 19V09!; 


0 have ſeen it much con lidered ;* but e on 
52q bs, i god bas go 
an accurate xamination F to > be 55 


this, * II 34 8 . A Ert“ 5 
15125 Vi. $i — 19804 30 5 12 100 
725 ü to o diffuſe all paſſible happi- 


ged. to. fill this 


” 3 i 
earth with pen orders of of Beings; 


10 An 
| ſu ri ch other in pro rti n 
. perior to. each g 1 1 o 
th alities, a fac les whic he 655 
5 555 N N anch fe W. NB £01 bi of gon 
t oug| ht proper to beſtow upon them: to 
"FLTES 815 Pr 55 51800 AVE, £13303 7; 5 


mere matter he a+. Siven extenlio ion, 
ſolidity, and gravity ; to. plants, vege- 
tation; 6/avintals) WR ad iniſtiftet; and 
% 9 1 cHeafon ; each of which ſuperior 
- Gin” augtments tlie excellence, And 
Ugkity of the Pollellbr, and places m 4 
bieter in the ſcale of Univetſal exiſtence. 
In Alf nee, it is Techalkäble, that he 
"Has Hot fotmed" this fteceffafy, and beau- 
" Ufuf fab6fdltiation; By pliciig Beige of 

: te di fferen fit nat utes Abo de each other, 
be bf. r ürting ris” Adaltienal quality 
to each ſuperior brder” in conjunction 

. with'all thoſe poſſeſſed by their inferiors ; 
fo att ho they; riſe. above each other i in 
J:- (| eb ee excellence, 


t 4 7 
excellence, 5 nit means of thate additional 
qualities, one rode of Ekiftetice is com- 
mon to therm all, without en they 


01 £132 133 


never could have coole m one uni- | 
EFF) 3} IR 15 b SS 
"form and regular ſyſtem. 


V 411 238 

kb, fr-inflane, in plants we find 
: Hb qualities of mere matter, the only 
order below them, ſolidity, extenſion, 
and gravity, . with the addition. of, Vege· 
tation; in animals, all the _ properties of 
matter, together with the vegetation, « of 
-hlants, to.which is added, life, and in- 
. ſtinct x and jp man v we find all. the pro- 
perties of matter, the. vegetation of plants, 
the life and inſtinet of animals, 9.4 all 


which i is ſuper-added reaſon, 8 0 
That man is endued with theſe; pro- 

remes of all inferior N viltplaily 
n | — 


1 
appear by a licht examination of his 


compoſition; his bod is material, and 


has all the properties | ; of x mere matter 4 


4117 21! 


buche extenſion; and \gravity 3 A. is 
With the quality < of f plants, il that 


? / ECT. 9 
* 


1 8 PWer; of yegetation, v which it in N 
ceſſantiy exerciſes without any, know: 
| ledge, or. conſent of. his: it is ſown, grows 
up, expands, comes to. ajurity, vithers 
and dies, like all other vegetables: he 
poſſeſſes likewiſe the qualities of lower 
anirnals, ond ſhares leit fate; like them, 
he is, called into liſe without his know- 
ledge, or conſent.; 3; like, them, he is com- 
pelled by irreſiſüble innſtincts, to ae 
the purpoſes, for which, he was deſign 
like them, he performs his defined _ 
partakes, of its bleſſings, and endures 


its Gufferings for a ſhort, time, then dies, 
and 


# 7 
Ss -. 


ct 


— 


16 1 

and * is ſeen no o more : in bim intel I 
not leſs powerful, 1 in them, tho! 
: leſs vilible, by being confounded with 
reaſon, which it ſometimes concurs with, | 
and ſometimes © counteratts; ; by this, with 
the concurrence of reafon, he is taugli 

the belief of a God, of a future ſlate, and 
the difference between moral good, and 
evil; to purſue happineſs, to avoid dan- 

ger, and to take care of hirmiſelf, and his 
offipiing; by ini too > hs” eee een 


en . And oy to Saber 
inhoſj pitable delarts and tempeſtuous ſeas, 5 
to inflict, and ſuffer all the” raiſeries of 
war, and, le the Herning, and the 
Mackarel, to haſten to his ownl deftruc- 
tion, for the public benefit, which he 
neither underflands, or cares for. Thus 


N 


is this wonderful chain exlefided from the 
| loweſt to the higheſt! order of terreſtrial 
Beings, by links ſo *nicely” fitted, thär 
the beginning and end of each is inviſible | 
to the mot inquiſitive eye; and yet hy 
all together compoſe Oe vaft and beauf- 


ful aer, of ſabortinition: 191k 19 {10067 


Torn. fon 21¹ 02 
by which [the conſu - 


? The 1 151 fs 1 


The manner 
F Ins 5 


mate cken ol the "vine Ani cer has 


$:5 ©3 + 8 


| whole; 25 0 8 in the parts, 
is this —He conflantly unites the higheſt 
degree of the qualities of each inferior 
order to the loweſt degree of the fame _ 
qualities, belonging to the order next 
above it; by which means, like the x. 
lours of a Akilful painter, they are ſo 
| blended together, and ſhaded off into 


each other, that no ine of diſtinAtion is 
any 


= h 8 * 
any where to be ſeen. Thus, for. in- 
ſtance, ſolidjty,; extenſion, and. gravity, 
e qualities of mere matter, being united 
with the loweſt degree of vegetation, 
compoſe a ſtone; hence this vegeta-· 
tive power aſcending. thro. an infinite 
variety of herbs, flowers, plants, and trees 
to its greateſt perfection 1 in the ſenſitive 
plant, joins there, the loweſt degree of 
animal life i in the ſhell-fih, which adheres 
to the rock; and it is difficult to diſtin- 
guiſh which poſſeſſes the greateſt f ſhare, 


rin: 5 


as the one e it coy by ſhrinking from 


receive the water which furrounds it it 


2 8 12 ** 
743 


i the f ſame manner this animal life riſes 


21182 ff! 1 2 


from 1 this ; beginning i in the ſhell-fiſh, 


thro? Finnumerable ſpecies of inſeQts, fiſhes, 


birds, and bealis to the confines of reaſon, 
I where, 


1 10 


chimpanzs, it unites ſo cloſely with the 
low eſt degree of that ral 
that they cannot eaſily be diftingniſhed 


from each other. From this loweſt degree 


in the brutal Hottentot, reaſon, with the 
aſſiſtance of learning and, ſeienee, ad- 
| vanes, thro! the various ſiages-of human 
underſtanding, which riſe above each 


other, till in a Bacon, or a Nennen 1 


| attains the ſurnmit. 


Here we muſt "TOP ES: inks to 
he the progreſs of this aſtoniſhing 


chain beyond the limits of this terreſtrial 


globe with the naked eye ; but thro' the 


perſpective of analogy, and conjecture, 
we may perceive that it aſcends a great 
deal higher, to the inhabitants of other 


| n to angels, and archangels, the 
loweſt 


7 uhere, in abe, dag, abe h. ad | 


in man, 


E 
loweſt orders of whom may be united by 
a Uke eaſy tranſition -with the higheſt of 
our own, in whom to reaſon may be 
added inttitive knowledge, inſight into 
futurity, with innumerable other faculties 
of which we are unable to form the leaſt 
idea; thro”! whem it may aſcend, by 
gradations almoſt in finite, to thoſe moſt 
exalted of created Beings, who are ſeated 
on ile fobtſtool of the celeſtial throne. 


41 944948 03 de od rien? yienioganl 
AN CRUELTY 10 INFERIOR ANIMAL, . 


i s "44.4 j - 7 S * 
in {+ $$ ONT 10 gig Si Fo 14 1131 


M, x N. is s that link of the chain of wok 
verſal 2 by which” ſpiritual Aud 
corporeal Beings ar are EE as ; the 5 
| bers and variety of the latter his inferiors 
| are Ymoſt infinite, 0 probably are thoſe 
of the former his ſuperiors ; 58 and a: as We 
fee that the lives and tappineſs of thoſe 
below us are dependent on our wills, we 
may reaſonably condude; tha q that © gur lives = 
and happineſs are equally dependent on 
the wills of thoſe above us; accountable, 
like ourſelves, for the uſe of this power, 
to the Supreme Creator, and Governor of 
all l ingk Should this'analogy be well 
| founded, 
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Ss 
founded, how criminal will our account 
appear, when laid before that jaſt and 


impartial judge! How will man, that | 
ſanguinary tyrant, be able to excuſe him- 


ſelf from the charge of thoſe innumerable 
eruelties inflicted on his unoffending | ſub- 


jedts c committed to his care, formed for ; 
his benefit, and placed under, his autho- | 


F243 ids 


rity by their common Father ? whoſe 


er is over al his works, and. | who 


„ ue S > 


exciſed not only, 'vith 1ebderneſ 404 
mercy, but in i conforenity t to the laws of 


juſtice and gratitude. ._ 
But to what” 1 Adee from 


4 aids benevolent intentions ate we daily 


witnefſes!* No ſmall part of mankind 


derive their chief amuſements from the 
deaths and ar of inferior animals; 


a much 


a much greater, confider them only 4 
engines bf wo68,” dr/iroh, uſeful in their 
ſeveral octuſpations. * THe cattiikin Arives 
his horſe, Ard. the catpeniter his nail, by 
repeated” blows} il To"Wing as theſe 
produce tie defired effect, ani they beth 
85, they fletner reflect vr care ueber 
either of them have ably fene bf f feeling. 
The butch? Enes uo the flitely c 
With nö 61e Lott palnön chat the black 
aa u horſe ée; Aid phingts 
CHAR int dle thioat” of the iritioeeht 
"lard, with a 5 little reludtalice Is the tay- 
or Ricks his's Acedle ints tlie chllay of's a 


-50 LW lg 191. 40 Ol Net ticqcict- 10 2 2 Os | 
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A a ſofter . view with pity gh the ſuffer- 


5 ings of theſe « gere creatures, there 
is ſearce one who entertains the legit idea, 
that 


"of 1 1. 


that Juſtice, or 8 can. be due to 
their merits, or their ſervices., - The focial 
and fniendly dog is hanged. Without by 
a morſe, iz by barki ing in defenge of his 
der perſon, f nd property hq happens 
ee 495 8 rh4thigyr 1 1 


cn ente for wen La Yi , 

and: ſafcty, Apr out with age, and infic- 
3 cantracted-in his pa? is 5 by, him 
condemned. to, end bis miſcrable day 8 in | 


4 E 2191 10 1 1 


J A. .duſt-cart, where = the more he « exerts | hg 
little remains : of pirit,.the Ne he is 


3 bippec d, i} faye his ftup id 8 ier, the 
trouble of whipping ſome other, leſs obe- 
dient 23 the laſh. Sometimes, having 
'b een taught the practice ' of mary uhna- 

"tural abi Ulelels feats f in 4 "riding- houſe, 


"tet is at t lat turned out, ad cb ined to 
> oo x hog 11 Ib 


1 5 


the dominion. of a hagkney-ccachman, 


| by w of he is every. gay grrected for 
performing thoſe tricks, which, he has 
learned. under ſo long an u rea dilgh 
pline. The ſluggiſn bear, ai contradie- 
tion 10 his nature, is! taughtrno dange, 
forj the: diverſion of a malignant mob, by 
placing red hot irons undeg his feet: and 
the majeſtic bull. is fortxred by Sexy. 
mode, which malice can inyent, for no 
offence, »but: that: he is gentle, and, ug 
willing to; aſſall his diabolical tormentars. 
„Tbeſes Vith innumerable other A gf 
erueltyss injuſtice, and ingratitude, age 
ce every day committed, net only wühim- 
pPunity, but; without cenſure, and even 
without obſervati ion; but WE may he 
_ aſſured, that they cannot finally paſs 


i 6: & 
A k unnoticed, and pneetaliated. | 


14 


5 4 e be 


ne 
481 


= 


The laws of ſelf. defence undoubtedly 
Juſtify us in deſtroying thoſe animals uh 
would deftroy us, who injure our proper- | 


ties, or anno Hur perſons; but not even 
theſe, whey er heir ſituatiom incapact- 
uates them ir u Hurting us. I know GH 


no eight u h e have to ſfidet d bear 
on am init ceffihle ifland of ice or 
eagle on mountains top; whoſe lives 
cannot injure us, nor deaths procure us 
any beneffr ! We are unable 261give 


life; and therefore ought not Wantonly 
to take it à a/ from the mballeſt insekt, 


"without fufficient reaſon they all teceive 
it from the ſatme benevolent hand as vur- 


be ſelves, and have therefore ah equal. night 


0 enjoy it. 120 £8 TIL „ * 12 do Trot 


„Hug. 8 Beni 
God has been Bee to create oo 
1 
| berleſs animals intended for our 
mw 


nance; and: that _ are ſo intended, the! 
agrecable flavour of their fleſtr to our 
palates, and the wholeſome nutriment 
which it adminiſters to our ſtomachs, are 
fufficient proofs: theſe; astheyafe formed 
for our uſe, propagate d by eur culture, 
and fed by bur care; we have certamly 
a tight: to deptiye of life, becauſe it is 
given and preſerved to them on an 
condition; but this ſhould: always be 
performed with all the tenderneſs and 
compaſſiom which ſo diſagrecable an office 
will permit; and. io circumſtarices ouglit 
to be omitted, Which can render their 
executions as quick and eaſy as poſſible. 
For this, Providence. has wiſely: and be- 
nevolentiy provided, by forming them 
in ſuch a manner, that their fleſh becomes 
rancid and unpalatable by a painful and 
ier C 1 


N 7 
lingering death; and has thus compelled- 
us to be merciful without compaſſion, 
and cautious of their ſuffering, for we 

fake of ourſel ves: but, if there are any 
whoſe taſtes are ſo vitiated, and 2 
hearts are ſo hardened, as to delight in 
ſuch inhuman ſacrifices, and to partake 
of them without remorſe, they ſhould be 
looked upon as dæmons in human ſhapes 
and expect a retaliation of neter 
which they have inflicted on the innocent, 
for the gratification of their een 
and unnatural appetites.. 


80 violent are aun ee of: 3 and 
not wonderful mY men old W padre 
their real or imaginary enemies with 
cruelty and male volenee: but that there 


could exiſt j in nature a Being who car 


8 : receive 


Fective ns from «ins Pai. U, Süd 
be totally inctedibfe, if WE were not Con- 
vinced, by melancholy "experience, that 

| there dre not only many, but that Ws 


3 unace6untable diſpoſition is in ſome man- 


mer inberent in the nature! of man; for, 
as he carmot be taught by example; ner 
: led to it by temptation, or prompted! i6 
it by intereſt, it müſt be derived from 
His native coriflitii6ri';" And is a ret R- 
able confirmation. of 'what revelation 4 
freque wy inculcates—that he brings f nts 
the world with Hit an original deprivity, 
tlie effects of 4 fallen and degenerite 
fate in proof of which we need only 
obſerve, that the nearer he approaches to 
a ſtate of nature, ihe more predominaiſt 
5 this diſpoſition appears, and the mote 
rh it "operates: | We fee children 
G 2 laughing 


- TP x 


1 20 1 
laughing at the miſeries which they inflicx 
on every unfortunate animal which comes 


within their power: all ſavages are inge 


nious i in contriving, and happy in exe 
cuting, the moſt exquiſite tortures z and 


the common people. of all countries are 
: delighted with, nothing ſo much as bull- 


baitings, prizerf ghtings, executigns, and 


all ſpectacles of: cruelty | and horror, | 


Though civilization may in ſome degree 
abate this native ferocity, it can. never 
quite exlirpate it; the moſt poliſhed. are 


. not aſhamed to be pleaſed with ſcenes of | 
little leſs barbarity, and, to the diſgrace 
of human nature, to dignify them with 


the. name of ſports. They arm. cocks 
with artificial weapons, which nature 


had kindly denied. to their maleyolence, 
and with ſhouts of «pplanſe and aun | 


fee 


a. 


T1 
* 
* 
E 
pp 
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[ 2 } 
ſee them plunge them into each other 
hearts: they view with delight the trem- 
bling deer and defencele hare, flying 
for hours in the utmoſt agonies of terror 
and deſpair, . and at laſt, ſinking under 
fatigue, devoured by their mercileſs pur- 
ſuers: they- ſee with joy the beautiful 
pheaſant and harmleſs partridge drop 
f from their flight, weltering in their blood, 
or perhaps periſſing with wounds and 
hunger, under the cover of ſome friendly 
thicket to which they have in vain re- 
treated for ſafety: they triumph over the 
unſuſpecting fiſn, whom they have de- 
coyed | by an infidious pretence of feed- 
ing, and drag him from his native ele- 
ment by a hook: fixed to and tearing out 


his entrails: and, to add to all this, they 


ſpare neither labour nor expence to 
preſerve 


„ 
| preſerve. and propagate. theſe innocent 
animals, for no other end, but to mul- 
tiply the objects of their perſecution. 


What name ſhould we beſtow on a 
ſuperior Being, whoſe whole endeavours 
were employed, and whoſe whole pleaſure 
conſiſted in terrifying, enſnaring, tor- 
menting, and deſtroying mankind? whoſe 
ſuperior faculties were exerted in foment- 
ing animoſities amongſt them, in con- 
triving engines of deſtruction, and inciting | 
them to uſe them in maiming and mur- 
dering each other? whoſe power over 
them was employed i in aſlifiing the rapa- 
cious, deceiving the ſimple, and oppreſſ- 
ing the i innocent! ? who, without provo- 
cation or advantage, ſhould” continue 
from day to day, void | of all pity and 
remorſe, thus to torment mankind for 

diverſion, | 


13 1 
e and at the ſame time endeavour 
with the utmoſt care to preſerve their 
lives, and to propagate their ſpecies, in 
order to increaſe the number of victims 
devoted to his malevolence, and be de- 
lighted in proportion to the miſeries which 
he occaſioned; ?1 ay, what name deteſi- 
able enough could ve find for ſuch 4 
Being ? Yet, if we impartially conſider 
he · caſe, and our intermediate ſituation, 
we muſt acknowledge, that, with regard 


to inferior animals, Juſt en a Bang 1 is a 
ſportiman. 


DISQUI- 


e 


$45 


Tn: AT mankind had exiſted | in ſome 
ſlate previous to the preſent, was the 
opinion of che wilelt ſages of the moſt 
remote antiquity. Tt was held by the £ 
G ymnoſophiſis « of Egypt, the Brachmans 
of India, the Magi of Perſia, and the 
greateſt Philoſophers of Greece and 
Rome; z it was likewiſe adopted by the 
: fathers of the Chriſtian church, and fre- 
quently enforced by her primitive wri- 
ters; why it has been fo little noticed, 
ſo much overlooked, rather than rejected, 
by the divines and metaphyſicians of 
latter ages, Iam at a loſs to account for, 


as 


L 2s J 

_ as it is undoubtedly confirmed by reaſon, 
by all the appearances of _—_ and the 
doctrines of revelation. 1 


In the firſt place then it is confirmed 
by reaſon ; "which teaches" us, that it is 
_ impoſſible that the conjunction of a male ; 
and female can create, or bring into 
Being an immortal ſoul: they. may pre- 
pare a material habitation for it; but 
there muſt be an immaterial pre-exiſtent 
inhabitant ready to take poſſeſſion. Rea- 
ſon aſſures us, that an immortal ſoul, 
which will exift eternally after the diſſo- 
lution of the body, muſt have eternally 
exiſted before the formation of it; for 
whatever: has no end, can never have 
had any beginning, but mult exiſt in 
ſome manner which bears no relation to 


ume, to us n incomprehenſible: if 
therefore 


[ 26 ] 

therefore the ſoul will continue to exiſt in 
a future ſtate, it muſt have exiſted in a 
former. Reaſon likewiſe tells us, that 
an omnipotent and beuevolent Creator 
would never ha ve formed ſuch a world as 
this, and filled it with ſuch inhabitants, 
if the preſent was the only, or even the 
firſt ſtate of their exiſtence, a ſlate which, 

if unconnected with the paſt and the 
future, ſeems calculated for no one pur- 
poſe intelligible to our underſtandings; 
neither of good or evil, of happineſs or 
miſery, of virtue or vice, of reward or 
. puniſhment, but a conſuſed jumble f 
them all together, proceeding from no 
viſible cauſe, and tending to no end. 5 
But, as we are certain that infinite power 
cannot be employed without effect, nor 
Fa viſdom without deſign, we may 

rationally 


1 27 1 


210 86 that this world could 

be deſigned for nothing more than a 

priſon, in which we are a while confined 
io receive puniſhment for the offences 
committed in a former, and an opportu- 
nity of preparing ourſelves for the enjoy- 
ment of happineſs | in a future life. 


| Secondly. | Theſe conclufions of reafon 
are ſufficiently confirmed by the face of 
nature, and the appearances of things; 
| this world is evidently formed for a place 
of puniſhment, as well as probation; a 
priſon, or houſe of correction, to which 
we are a ſome for a longer, 
and ſome for a "TR period ; ſome to 
the ſevereſt labour, others to more indul- 


gent taſks : and if we conſider it under ; 


chis character, we ſhall perceive it admi- 


OY fitted for the end for which it was 
intended. 
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intended. It is a ſpacious, beautiful, and 
durable ſtructure: it contains many va- 


rious apartments, a few very comfortable, 
many tolerable, and ſome extremely 


wretched: it is incloſed with a fence ſo 
impaſſable, that none can ſurmount it 
but with the loſs of life. Its inhabitants 
likewiſe exactly reſemble thoſe of other 
Priſons: they come in with malignant 
diſpoſitions, and unruly paſſions, from 
whence, like other confined criminals, 
they receive great part of puniſhment by 
abuſing and injuring each other, As we 
may ſuppoſe, that they have not all been 
equally guilty, ſo they are not all equally 
miſerable ; the majority are permitted to 


| procure a tolerable ſubſiſtence by their 


labour, and pals thro' their confinement 
without any extraordinary penalties, ex- 


r 

cept from paying their fees, at their diſ- 

charge by death. Others, WhO perhaps 

ſtand in need . more ſevere. cl 

ment, receive it by a variety.of methods ; 

| ſome by the. moſt acute, and ſome. by. 

the moſt tedious. pains and diſeaſes; ſome 
by diſappointments, and many by ſuc- 

ceſs, in their favourite purſuits; ſome by 


E being condemned to ſituations peeuliarly 


unfortunate, as to thoſe of extreme po- 
verty, or ſuperabundant riches, of deſ- 
nence, of galley- ſlaves in a deſpotic, or 
miniſters in af fre country. If we ſurvey 

the various regions of the globe, what 
_ dreadful ſcenes of uretchedneſs every: 
where preſent themſelves. to out eyes ! in 
ſome, we ſee thouſands chained-to the 
oar, and perpetually ſuffering from the 


inclemency 


„„ 
iriclemericy” of all weathers, and their 
more inclement maſters: in ſome, not 
fewer condemned to wear out their miſe- 

rable lives in dreary mines,” deprived of 
air and daylight and ini others, much 
greater numbers torn from their rative 
country, their families, ard friends, and 
ſold to the moſt inhuman' of all tyrants, 
under whoſe laſt they are worn but with 


| fatigne,”or expire. in temen "The 


hiſtory of mankind” is indeed little more 
than a detail of their miſeries, ſome in- 
flicted by the hand of Providence, and 
many more by their oh wickedneſs, 
and mutual ill uſage. As nations, we 
ſee them ſometimes chaſtiſed by plagues, 

famines, inundations, and earthquakes; 

and continually deſtroying each other 
with fire and ſword; we ſee fleets and 
7 . armies 


armies combating. with ſavage fury, and: 
employing againſt each other every in- 
ſtrument of torture candied; which: 
malevolence can invent, ox ferocity make 


| £ uſe of: we ſee the dying and the dead 


huddled together in heaps, and weltering 
in each other's blood; and can we be 
ſpectators of this horrid: tragedy, without 
3 conſidering the performers as condemned 


5 criminals, compelled; like the Gladiators 


of the ancients, to receive their puniſtr- 
ment from each * other's hands? ne 
Orator, -the Poet, and the Hiſtorian may 
celebrate them, as heroes figlning foxiths 
rights and 7 liberties! of their -reſpeRtive 
countries; but the "Chriſtian Philoſopher 
can look upon them in no other liglit, 
than. as condemned ſpirits! exiled into 
hama fleſh, and ſent into this world to 
| chaſtile: 


E 1 
chaſtile each other for paſt offences. As 
individuals, we fee men afflicted with 
innumerable diſeaſes, which proceed not 
from accident, but are congenial-with 
| their original formations, and evidently 
the diſpoſitions of Providence, deſigned 
for the moſt important ends; the flone 
grows in the human bladder, under the 
ſame direction as in the quarry, and the 
ſeeds of ſcurvy, rheumatiſm, and gout 
are ſown in the blood by the ſame omni- 
potent hand, which has ſcattered thoſe of 
vegetables over he face of the earth. 
From theſe various inſtruments of torture, 
numberleſs are the miſeries which man- 
kind endure; nor are thoſe perhaps leſs 
numerous, tho leſs viſible, which they 
ſuffer from that treachery, injuſtice, in- 
gratitude, ill-humour, and perverſeneſs, 
S | 5 
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Vid ahich they every hour L torment one 
another, Interrupt: ther peate! af ſociety 
and-mbitter- the:'combortscof dotheſtib 
life; t, ieh we may dd; that on- 
derfuſ higtnnity, which they poſleſs; of 
ereating athagiuarys. mths Abſenee of 
real misfortutes: | and thataorrofive qua- 
lity in the diman nnd, which; for want 
of therpriper food of buſiniſs-or eohtertss 
plation;/1pteys/ upon afelf,! and makes 
ſolitude intoterable, and mimte 
painfubi taſc. Who, that furveys this 
melancholy! picture of manpreſeni Afe ö 
can ienterfain a doirbt, but; Tat it is in- 
tended fora ſtate of puniſhraent,: and 
dberefsre i chuſt be. ſubſequent to ſdme 
fortmierß in which this e Wa 
E 100 e lad nisch 27 Se 
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Laſtly. The opinion of pr⸗ -exiſt- | 
_ ence is no leſs confirmed by revelation, 
than by reaſon; and- the appearances of | 
things for, altho perhaps it is no Where 
in the Ney T eſtament explicitly en- 
forced, yet thtdughout the-whole: tenour 
of thoſe writingsitis every where implied: 
| in them mankind are conſtantij repre- 
ſanted as coming into the world under a 
load: of guilt; as condemned:triminals; 
the children of wrath, and objebts of 
_ divine. indignation ;. placed. in lit for a 
tine by the mercies of God, to tire them 
an opportunity of expiating this guilt by 
fufferings, and regaining, aby al pious 
and virtuous conduct, their loſt ſtate of : 
happineſs and innocence : this is: ſtiled 
: working out their ſalvation, not prevent- 
in g their condemnation, for that is already 
15 pal 
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paſt, and their * boße noh is rederip. 
tion, tllat is, being Teſted from æ Mite 
of captivity and fin, id which" ey arg 
univerſally involved! This as the ver 
eſſence of ie Chiiſtiani Aſpertlation, and 
the grand piineiple in ffch'it aiffers 
from the religion of nature g in every 
otlier feſpeèct they ate nearly ſimilar g 
they both enhſein the Tame moral düifies 
and-prohitiit "the fame weed, - bot incull 
cate the belief of a futute ſtate of te _ 
and puniſhments: but heteomey elfen | 
_ tially:difagree; Haturad region ba. 

us, that a juſt and bene rblent Crebtor 

could have no other deſightia Plating ts 
in this world, but to- male "Happy? 

and that, if wWe commit no extfabrüitary 
erimesj e may hope to be ſo itt another? 
but 3 teaches 4 ſererer, and 
a „„ 5 more : 


E 86 J 

more alarming, leſſon, and acquaints us, 
chat we are admitted into this life op- 
_ preſſed, with;guilt and-depravity; hich, 

we muſt atone for by. ſuffering) its uſual 
qalamities, and work off by acts of poſi- 
uiye virtue, before we can hope for hap- 
Fineſs in another: Nom, if by alh this a 
prærexiſtent fate is not conſtantiy ſup 
Poſed;, that is, that mankind have exiſted 
in.ſome-ſtate,preyjous. to the preſent, in 
which, this, guilt was incurred, ang this 
- ow" ty, gonfrgcted, there can be no 
meaning ad All or ſuch a meaning ag 


contradiQs,every. principle of common — | 


ſenſe that guilt can be contracted with- 
out aQing, on that we can act. without 
exiſting : ſo undeniable is this inference, 
iat it renders any poſitive aſſertion of a 


9414 


eine here au waleiſrz as if a 


man 


„ 
matt it tlie moment of bis entraes inte 
a new Coüntry was declared a _ 
i would flirely* be unnecella ary- 16 affe aſe 
that nie Had bred i in fore ottier before 
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alli our ai into able fub- 
15 there 4 4 certhin clus, „ whtiout 
wa : the kärcher we Proceed! the | mo re 
we ate bewildered, but Wich * 
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Fortunately d diſcovered, ; lads us at orice 
to our Aifficiilties, ank en a ſyſtem 
perfeQly clear, cofliftent, a ind intelligible, 
The doctrine of pre -exiſtence," or the 
acknowledgment of ſome paſt flate of 
guilt and diſobedience, I take to be this 
very clue; which if we conſtantly carry 
along with us, we ſhall proceed unem- 


barraſſed through all the intricate myſte- 
4 ries 


11 
ries both of nature and revelation, and at 
laſt arrive at ſo clear a proſpect of the 
| wiſe and juſt diſpenſations of our Creator, 
as cannot fail to afford compleat ſatisfac- 
tion to the moſt inquiſitive ſceptic. 


For inſtance; Are we unable to anſier 
that. important queſtion, Whence came 
evil ? that is, why. A Creator of infinite 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, ſhould 
haye . Aa | world DE: with fo 


ALES 


clue will direct us to | this ala 
reply, as far as the queſtion relates to the 
evils of the preſent life—becauſe he de- 
ſigned it for a place of puniſhment and 
_ Probation; for which it 3s  perfe Aly adapt- 
ed ; and we can be no more ſurpriſed to ; 
ſee ſuch 2 world. 28 this make a part of 


* 


1 39 1 
the univerſal ſyſtem,'-than to ſee a mag- 
"nificent priſon, with all its appendages of 
make a part of a large, populous, and 
well. governed city. Are we under diffi 
| culties to comprehend why the ſame om- 
nipotent and benevolent Creator ſhould 
and ſo miſerable ? this clue will imme: 
diately lead us to a ſolulion of them, and 
point out the true reaſon — becauſe they 
are ſent hither to be puniſhed, and re- 
formed. Do we reject all thoſe pallages 
in the New Teſtament, : as 5 derogatory to 
the divine wiſdom and goodneſs, which 
| declare, that mankind come into this 
| world under a load of guilt and depra- 
vity, and under the diſpleaſure of their 
3 Cr cator ?—n9 ſooner are we brought by 
this 


19 
| this clue within ſight of 4 Præ-exiſtent Fr 
fate; in which this guilt and depravity 
may have been contracted, but bur inr 

credulity vaniſhes; and we pere ve pluin- 

ly; that their adrmiſſion inte: tis World, | 
under thoſe ciroumſtances, is not only 

bonſiſtent with the juſtice of God, but 
the ſtrongeſt inſtance of his merey and 
benevolence; as by it they are ertabled © 
to purge off his depravity, to expiate 
their offences; and to reinſtate en 
in his favour. Ie od of 1200515 2 916 
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This 1 pree-exifient ute, I tink, 
clearly  demonfirated, by the principles 
of reaſon, the appearances of things, and 
the ſenſe o revelation ; all which agree, 
that this world i ntended for a a place of | 
puniſhment, as well as probation, and 
muſt therefore refer to ſome former 

Period; 


period; for, as probation implies a future 
life, for whighy iy preparevoryy 4 pu- 
niſhment muſt imply a former. ſtate, in 
Which offences © were» committed, for 
which it is due; and indeed there i is not 

A ſingle argument. drawn from thejuftite 

of God, and the ſeemingly undeſerved 

ſufferings of many in the preſent ſtate, 
1 which can be urged in proof of a future 
fe, which proves not with ſuperior force 
the exiſtence of another, which is already 
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ideas of time with the hiſtory of what 
paſſes in it, that is, to.miſtake a ſucceſſion 
of thoughts; and actions for time, that 
we find. it extr emely difficult, perhaps 
impoſſible, totally to ſeparate or diſtin- 
guiſn them from each other: and indeed, 
had we power to effect this in our minds, 


all human language is ſo formed, that it 
would fail us in our expreſſion : yet cer- 
tain it 15, that time, abſtracted from the 
thoughts, actions, and motions which 


paſs in it, is actually nothing ; it is only 
the mode in which ſome created Beings 
ON are 


6 1 


are ordained: to exiſt, but in itfelf has 
mae FxINEngs at all, 2 $645 4 of 0 


Though this opinion may leah chirne- 
rical'to many; -who have not much con- 
ſidered the ſubheet, yet it is by no means 
new, for it was long ſinee adopted by 
worn of the moſt celebrated Philoſophers 
of antiquity, particularly by the Epieu- 
. and is thus ba tu * 
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 Conſequitur ſenſur, tran ſactum quod: "foe in G- 2 
Tum que res inſiat, quid porro deinde ſegualur; 
Nec per Je, quemquam lempus ſentire, om aprons %, 


Semotum ab uſum, motu, placidaque'qniete. © 
Time of itſelf is nothing; but from thought 5107 
Receives its riſe, by lab ring fancy wrought, __ 
From things conſidered : while we think on ſome 
As preſent, ſome as paſt, and ſome to come: 
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No thought ean think on Time, that's ſtill conſeßd. 


But th thinks on n things in motion, or at reſt. 
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From obferving:the diurnal revolutions 


of the ſun, and the various tranlactions 
which paſs d uring thoſe revolutions, we 
aequire conceptions of days: by dividing 
theſe days we form hours, minutes, and 
ſeconds; and by multiplying them, 


months, years, and ages; then by mea- 


ſuring theſe imaginary periods againſt 
each other, and beſtowing on each diſtinct 


denominations, we give them the appear- 


ance of ſomething 1 real: yeſterday, which 
is paſt, and to-morrow, which is not yet 


come, aſſume the ſame reality a8 the | 


preſent day and thus we imagine time 
to reſemble a n book, one of whoſe 
pages is every day wrote on, and the 
reſt remain blank, to be filled up in their 


turns with the events of futurity ; ; whilſt 
in fact this is al but the deluſion of our ; 


OWNn 


1 


1 
on imaginations: and gg © is, not] othing 


more, than the mannęr ig ieh paltz, 


preſent, and future events 17 * 

£5 oi stet 11 
other: yet 1s this $i bhp correſpo Pog- 
1 m 9 2 Il 


dent with e our ' preſent ſtate, and ſo woven. 


30.1 Di. f 1 


up with all human language, that without 


1 10 n 1 T1: 151 i od, 
much reflection it cannot be perceive 


M63 LH ff; 11s To 10890 9ST 
nor when perceived can it be remed! 
yngm 10 SHI u 99 _ Vid 0e 
nor can I, while endeavour ng to prove 
Dh 1 5976919 15. 2150 10100 
tune - fo be nothing, avoid treating. it as 
u uo 100 5d van vidiibqei5ns fer? 


lmetiyng 1 in almoſt every line. 
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T1 There ſeem. to f be. i the nature, of; 


which all eats, paſt Abet, and, * 


dome, appear in one VIEW 3. which, if the, 

exprelſion may be allowed I. ſhall cal, 
PET petually, inſtantanegys 3,and-whioh, as. 
1 apprebeng, confiitutes Eternit z the, 
other, in which. all things are preſented 


N | ſeparately, 


9 222 £ * | 
1 * 


duces what we call Re. 


* 


"of the fir of | theſe human reaſon e can 
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afford us no manner of conception: yet 
it aſſures us, on the ſtrongeſt evidence, 
that ſuch muſt be the enillence of the 


ſupreme ( Creapor. of | all things, that ſuch 
ef may be the exiſtence 115 many 


] 
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that dach poſibly may be our own | 


6> Jt "4 1: 


another ſtate : to Beings 10 El 
alt events paſt, brelent, and future are 
preſented i one congregatell mals, which 
td us are pread out in ſucceſſion to adapt 
them to our temporary mode of Perccp- 
tion: in theſs ideas hade fd ſücceffioft, 
and there fore to their thoughts, ations, 
or exiſtence, ime; which 180 Tiedeffon 


| 6hly, e can bear not the leaſt Telatich hat- 
ſeoever. 


fol 


boeter! To exifience: of thö kind alen 
can eternity belong; for ctertity cat 
never be compoſed of finite parts, hieb, 
however. multiplied, can never, become 
infinite; but mult be ſomething ſimple, 
uniform, invariable, and:indiviſible ; per · 
manent, tho inſtantanegus- and. endleſs 
without | progreſſion. There are ſome 
remarkable expreſſions: both rin the Old 
mode of exiſtence; in the former; God 
is dengminated I am ;: and in he latter, 
Chriſt ſays, before Abraham cena, I am f 
bath evidently implying duration without 
ſucceſſion: from vrhencel tha ſchoolmen 
probably derive their obſcure notions of 
ſuch a kind of 1 a whigh:they ex- 
; PHY i860: $115; oi cen. —— 
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K 41 ; 
plain by, the. more obſcure term of 2 
punctum ftaus. 10 : ld Cis1299 1160 
With the ether mode of | Exiftence” wet 
are ſufficiently actuainited;] Beitlg that in 
which Providers has placed tis and All. 
things ardund us, during dur refidence 
on this tehrefiria}glbe; in whith all ideas 
follow each etherln ou minds in a regular 
and uniform fodceſiom, not unhke” the 
tickings of u clock; and by that means 
all objects ure preſented to Gr ifnagind- 
tions in hai fime: progkeſſtoe Manner: 
anti if any warymuch from that deſtined 
pace} hy rob cupicʒ tor to 110% al rnetion, 
ey inutitdidtchocbecomects us totally: = 
imperceptible e bw pervei ve every 
one ait: puſſes, :thro! 4 ſmall aperture a 
ſepargtely, as in the Camera Obſcura, 


and this we call time; but at the con- 
£5. were ne} I $4 EM | 


" 5 7 . Fat E 
ade . 
* — 


* 


dluſion 


ain! 1 4 manner quite different; 
| window may be thrown open, the vel 
prolpe&” appear at "one view, and all thi 

apa, which "we calt time, be 1 


for the; performance vf thi this 
farce, whiah we are — 


muſt undoubtedly end with ine ound! 

bon of dle drama It has n more 85 
action, than ſight, hearing, nen | 
have ludependent of their proper organs 


and the!  animals/to/whom- they belong 
and when they ceaſe to exiſt, time ea 
be no more. There are alſo Gund. 


paſſages in the ſcriptures, declaring this 
nen of * at the conſuramation | 


T n er this its e may ere : 


: for time is Gertainly nothing 
e ee 3 | 
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| of all, things: Aud the Angel, which F 4 [ſow 
ſand upon the 5 


5 a the earth, A 11 2 
ee K geben an fore 1 


SK 4 


| et 2 rect Mot Sac e 75 * 


VII: 


. To tus opinion of: the; Inoneentiby of 


r be. lime. 10 longer * Fire 211181 bc 


| e mh auen objected; that | | 
time has many! attributes ande powers 


inherent in it&nature and that dhatever 
has attributes andn powers, muſt: itſelf 


_ exiſts it is infinite;, ſuy they, and eternal 
| contains all thingsq-6nd-frirats iel on 


our-iniaginations-it the abfense. of Al, 


other exiſtence: but 40 tllis it may be 
8 anſwered, that the human mind is able 


in the very ſame manner to realize no- 
things «alk then all the ſame attributes 
and powers are We AE with equal 
A — nc $1 15. 5f — as propriety 


* 4 Rel x. 3. 


4 _ 
to be ſomething eg allg. 170 20 sflieg 
Nothing tha elder brather by tũ ſbade 1 


ſt Ing, « ere, the World 1 was made. 
ia ih 11 alone FR not afraid. 


2d. of Hig II. v 9081 of t 

- Holt ng 1s infinite, Re eternal; that is, 
TEE —4 4 10d a C13, 

hath neither beginning, nor end: it con- 


taltis all tings; that is? tꝰ begitis where 
all eter end; and itierefore für- 
teundsp and ebiitalns alk tünfigs: i forces 
ittelk on Ans Anhind, in tlie abfchee of all 
| al Deat0is; where" we ſuppoſe 
there is e exiſtence; We fit ſuppoſe 
ihere is ctlittg: this exact ref blatice of 
theit attfibiltes and powers, fröre plainly 
demioiifithdes} cheat tins nötig: "Oy 


Pr i. oi Mνον omat off NCH 
rom this non. exiſtence of time thus 
7 6 HII Trg. n VII. 


eſtabliſhed, many 2 ons will ariſe, 
{1 OR 20 1018 i 7-907 His 9 Dis 
_ both 


| rd rig or n ona 
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. er EY — ovape, * , 
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| longer = ſhorter, 


F By * 
rt: ning; from bens 


pathaps new be na b. town en 


peculations religious and meta- 
phyſical, Whoſe: outli nes I ſhall juft ven- 
ture to1 trace, 22 — leave the m is be. filled 


1 37 57 | 
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up by a abler Pens... PE n 


| Hoy 


915 iff 1. elbe Wie e the Foo 
cefſiog, of ideas, and aQions, however 
heſe may be. accelerated, or. retarded, 
time will be juſt the ſame: that js, neither 
MOT eee 


ideas, and action 


9 2 * 


as far, mean, as it relates to Beings to 


king and acting. For inſtanee, were 
th, and all the celeſtial bodies, to 
perform 1 the ſame revolutions in one day, 


QA 
i7 10 * 


| which they now perform i in a whole year, 


and were all the ideas, s 7 and lives 
of mankind haltend o on in the lame = 


1 3 
Portion, the period of our hives would 
not be in dhe leaſt ſhortened ; but that | 
day would be exactly equal to the preſent 
year: if in the ſpace of ſeventy. or eighty 
of theſe days a man was born, ducated 
and grown pp, had exerciſed a profeſſon, 
had ſeen his children ome to maturity, 
his grand-children ſuceeed. them, and, 
and 40d 5 all his enjqyments and bee 
ings, accelerated i in the ſame proportion 
he would not only ſeera to, himſelf, and 
to, all who, lived in the ſame. ſtate with | 
him, and meaſured, time hy the ſame 
ſtandard, to. have. Jved, as long, but 
actually and in fact vould have lived as 
long as one, who, reſides on this globe as 
great e a nu mber of our preſent. years. 


oY 2dly . 


1 1 

Adly. This eintg the cale, it follows, 
. the iff every att mult he longer, 
or ſhoiter] dnl PrSPtion to the numbe 

of his thoughts!! and àctiöfls! K for was it 

Poſſible for à fa to think käbtd act as 

much in an hör, 48 in 4 yr; lier hour, 
os fir as ir relatic to bini od gt only 
ſeem, but actually become A ver. on 
the other hand, f us it poſſible for 4 man 
totally to Abftain from ti thinking and 
acting for an Hor, or a TO time, with 
regard 16" fim; for war Pendl "Gu lt ” 
hive als erälfencel o or, cold he K keep one 
idea fited his mind, and lies one 
fiplo'aty' diftir? the "att ade,” tin, 
which” is WRubttfibn* only K bs and 
actior „ ' "auf? be equally annibilated : 
whether theſe ideas and acfte ions are exer- 


ciſed on h or little occaſions, Whether 
| they 


02 


1 55 


they are productive & pleaſing or ual 
FR will regard to this purpo 7 
their Effets will "the fame: 1 
their importance or conſequences v will add 


nit 0h, 0 goilulcy to; e 
oh thing to time, but their 2 22 an 


celerity mo fi unde Sübtedf) wil will. ' is 
lives a Sts whe Lbs 4 0 e 
variet\ Feet 6 fects; anc LF Wt" fo 
| plicity 4 Nate tho perhaps! leſs happy, 
wil ceitaiblly | be longer, than when doze 
away in ſloth, e and apathy.” 


Lab From hence it is evident, That 
we can form! no judgment of the duration 
of the lives, enjoyments, and ſufferings 
of other animals, with the progreſſi jon of 
whoſe ideas we are totally unacquainted, 
7 and who may be framed i in that reſpect, 
as well as in many others, ſo widely dif- 


ferent from ourſelves. The gaudy but- 
5 terfl Fs 


hours. 


(5 1. 15 5 


terfly, that flutters in the ſunſhine but * 


T3044 


a ſew months, may live as long a as. the 
ſtupid tortoiſe, that breathes for a cen- 
tury; the inſect, that ſurvives not one 
diurnal revolution of the fun, may, for 


. 2 2 412714 


any thing we. know, enjoy an age of 
happineſs ; and. the miſerable horſe, that 


appears to us. to ſuffer the drudgery of 
ten or twenty years, may finiſh his labo- 


rious taſk. | in as many months, days, or 


EY 


. 45 ” 
— F 


Athly. Fe or the like en we gan 


judge but very imperfectiy of what are 


real evils in the univerſal ſyfiem, whilſt 


| we remain in this temporal fate. of exiſt- 


ence, in which all things are exhibited to 
us by ſcraps; one after the other: . for 


theſe detached portions, which viewed 


ſeparate Ys ſeem but misſhapen blotches, | 


TEE 
may to Beings, who. in an eternal flate 


ie 


41 — 1 


ſee paſt, preſent, and future, s all delineated . 
Pear as well diſpoſed" 


ws 9 155 


on oF; canyals, a a 


525 5 


1 4 2 7 


whole. moſt beautiful, kad. Nay⸗ 


| even pain, thattaken fngly is & pungent 


and  diſagreeable : a , when thrown 


y 3 64 4 
* 355 


into the cup of univerſal happineſs, May 


v *+ 


AI 


quired. 


tin If tive * agar no 8 it 
dan never put an end to the exiſtence of 


any thing elſe ; and this ſeems no incon· 
cluſive argument for the immortality of 
the ſoul: for if any thing is, and no 
cauſe appears to us why it ſhould. ceaſe : 


to be, we can have no good reaſon to 


believe, that it will not continue. e 
ever 


* 
"1 
x 
f 
5 
C 
= 
_ 
9 
2. 
0 


i} 
ever Oe ion with tittie muſt be 
eternal: n dhe only” property” of the 
foul; with which * we are "acquainted, is 


thought, which bears no relation. to £7 ; 
whence ith is s realonable”t 70 n that 
the foüf illeik if is £q E a e with 
it, „alld Sly eter Thal. "Even in 
material Beings we ſee conte müta- 
tions, bl“ cin perceive ne no fo mptoms o 
er 3 bY therefore wel have ſurely 

| Jeſs cauſe to ſuſpect it in immätesialf z 
from:whence I am inclined:to'think, that 
the eſſences of all things are eternal, that 
is, unrelative to time, and that it is only 
our manner of perceiving them, that 
cauſes them to appear temporal to us; 
paſt, preſent, and future being not inhe- 
rent in their natures, but nx in our 
progreſſive mode of perception. bt THe 
5 e Sur 


„ 
727 ty From What Bas been nad, . e 
Ws perceive into what amdeing d abſurdi. 
ties many f our ableſt ckvlhes and me- 
 raphyſitians' "Have pliiges; f Weit . 
velligdtion#'© of eternity, 4p mialang ich 
their Rodpt is uſualtY* this : "they take of 
tinge 4 ſüfftcteht quanilty, all, choppitg 
it in malt 7 pieces, "ey Uiffole them in 
imaginaty/ lengths, which they &ifli niguiſh | 
| by the games of initutes, urs,” days, 
ears, and ages: "then fes ling in their 
own mühds l a power of 'mulfiplying theſe 
as often as they think fit, they heap mil- 
bons upon millions; 'a and Hnding | "this 
power to be * machine, that may be 
worked backwards and forwards with 
1 equal factity, they extend their line both 
ways, and ſo their eternity is compleated, 
and fit for uſe : they then divide it in the 
middle, 


{ & # 
middle, and out of a ſingle cternity they | 
make two, as they term them, 4 parte 

: ame, and 4 parte. pot each of which 
having one end, may be drawn out, like 
LY Ju ggler's ribbapd, AS long as they . 
| pleaſe, | The contradictions ſo manifeſt 
in this ſyſtem, ſufficiently declare i its falſe- 
. hood : 15 for 1 in adopting it we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that each half of this eternity 
18 equal to the hole; . that i in each the 
number of days cannot exceed that of 
the months, nor the months be moręe 
numerous than the y years, they being all 
alike infinite; that whether i it commenced 
yeſterday, or ten thouſand | years, ſince, 
the length of its duration. muſt be the 
ſame; for the length depends not on the 
beginning, but on the end, but that 
cannot be different, where there is no 
end 


„ . 6 1 . 
end if all: the abttrdty -of all theſs 
| Propoſitions is too glaring, to datt in | 
need of any refutati8n; for it is'eviden 


that whatever: contains parts, denen br 
gers, Can never be infinite; What- 
9 ever had'a beginning muſt haye an end, 
becauſe beginning and ending are the 
modes of temporary exiſtenge: hat has 
no eng could have no beginning. becauſe 
5 both gre. ,£qually inconſiſtent with eter, ty, | 
In truth, . all. theſe, abſurdities ariſe from 
applying to eternity our - ideas of tim NC, 


CRY Nil 


which being two modes of exiſte ce 


232 A8 Oil 18 7 #5 

intirely different, bear not the, eaſt rer 

2011 1 . ft 4 BEEP) 3.54 ud 

fation. to | each other: time is in its 1055 
HRYind 263 59 £979. n 2441990090 

finite, and ſucceſlive ; eternity infinite. | 

10 En!! 14902 ais ee 

and inſtantaneous; "and therefore theix 

'Dot ? DOR 1091HZ25=B10 If 


properties are no more applicable 10 cach 


other, than thoſe of ſounds to colours, or 
S {3 z | | | 5 of 
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| of colours ito. ſounds; ; and We can nq 
PE firm Piexnien gut. of time, than, by 


mixing red, ble, and green, we 16 | 
— pd anihem or an opera. 
-/ 5thly, From hence appears the receſs 
geh fit GP HNerätichs ft W f 


Fedts, of Keeping bir ideas of theld'tive 


nodes of exiſtence inirely and conftantly 
alfmer, as they themſelves ard if näre: 
by Which 1 mans ve! thall preſently fweep 

Say mary of thoſe theological 455 "es 


taphyſ cal cobardby, _ now 'ehiCutnber 


3 : 
10 eoboct 2m 1 cat's; 
and «a grace — moſt carried lbfaries 


d _ Zub viel! 
and cut tliort ina many impertinent enquiries 
8101 20 OJ, 1015 


concerning 2 creation of the univerſe, 7 
1191 


God's forekno wledge and predeliination, 


Wor! 21019 Arlt Bang 1674 
che pre-exiſtent and future ſtate of fouls, 


40 £91 8 
the injuſtice of 0 e eternal puniſhments, And 


the 


411 
: the ſleep of, the ſoul, with gu umberle(s 


q 519 10 DIY 22928 


others « of = 7 kind, all derived from 

Sm eis 1 D918 ERB Jon; 585 

in judi ciouſly blendi a confpungh in 
191 og 5 5 98. and C 10 di 8 


theſe two g > 5 of exiſtence together, a and 


mY Ir! 151 afl 


applying r notions and expreſſions to one, 
" GIF A1 211 tit Delh= 7 55 <4 ant of he 1 94 6 
which can only with propriety be ong | to 


aw 10.2119 wre no woltsd of motifs 
_ other. 


22] beer — hs ech abt 

and, intricate ſuhject bd Foqure: 2 
| folio; Lihall.therefore only;ſay, qpe.word 
No gh, 2512/1 rods sbeseng 07 
b Ic has be ftr ftecpuently aſtedy hy God 
ereated the vihiverſe at the time in which 
he did erate! it, ànd Why hel ſuffered 
millions of ages te paſs away before the 
cominenteHent vf > glerhug-a wo ES 
| 1 his it my be replied witir equal con- 
eiſene and küth, that in fact no fuck 
Bobs Sm Tc ene fo ages 


* . 2 FM 
L — 0 , 5 


— — 
- — e209 9 iy) Cn RS. 


t 6. 3 
iges © ever did or could vals bio it was 


91 ; 


created; nor was it. created i in any fire 


at all 3 for neither the clencba or ations 


"15 + 


| of God have the moſt att relation to | 
time; he has bien pleaſed i bn "his infinife 


k 6 wo A 4 * 9 #4 # 
kf Ne * J. . 10 F "4 71119 15: 4 . 


wiſdom to beſtow on ſome parts of his 
creation a temporal 'mode of exiſtence, 


and from thi alone ume i deklves its 


origin to fuppoſe time antecedent to 

temporal exiſtence, is to ſuppoſe effects 
to precede their cauſes; and not leſs 

abſurd, than to ĩmagine, that- mere could 


be perceptiorr before ſenſitive Brings, or 
thought before intelligent Beings exiſted; 
This very queſtion proves the abſurdity 
of iconnefting time and eternity together; 
for if God's power of creating; is coæval 


with his exiſtence, that exiſtence eternal, 
1.” ond that erty only time extended; 


| this a 
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_ this: evident "cnt radiction follows, e 
God, tho always equally able, yet in fact 
never could create any thing fo ſoon, but 
chat be- might habs created it ſdoner: 
chat is im other words, that he never 
could create any thing as foon as he could. 
All this puzzle ariſes from our fooliſhly 
ſi uppoſing, that eternal and temporal 
Beings muſt act in a manner ſimilar to 
| each-other : : if we do any thing, it muſt 
be done at dome time or other; but God 
acts in ways as different from ours, as 
inconcel net to us; 05 aps are not like 


S 


Wen one PET: is to Wm as a ag 
ſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
day; that is, neither of them, with his 
manner of exiſting, thinking, or acting, 
have any connection whatever. 


3 All 
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All diſputes about God's, * 5 
6 ledge and predeſtination, are of the ſame 
ſpecies, and derive their birth intirely 


from the ſame abſurd ſuppoſition. . Fore- 


knowledge and predeſtination imply 
ſucceſſion, and are relative to time, which 
has no relation to the eſſence. or percep- 


tion of the Creator of all things; z and 
therefore, i in the ſenſe uſually applied to 

them, cannot with any propriety. be 
attributed to bing. He knows all things, 

and ordains all things; but as all, things 
are equally preſent to the divine.intuition, 
it is impoſſible that he can * TOP or 
predeſtinate any thing. - 5 


Of the ſame kind are all avs 
concerning the præ- exiſtent, and future 
fate of the ſoul, ariſing likewiſe from 
eonfounding our ideas of theſe two modes 
kg | . 


#1 - 
of exiſtence, temporal andefernal-: | whett- 
ever the ſoul is uniteddvith h body, per- 
ceiving all things by ſucceſſion: in 
material organs, it acquires ideas of time, 
ö and can form none of exiſtence uncon- 
| nected with it; but whenever this union 
is diſſolved, , it probably returns again to 
its native mode of eternal exiſtence, in | 
which the whole circle of its perception 
being at once viſible, it has nothing fur- 
| ther to do, with time; it is neither old. or 
young, it lives no, more. in the ſeventeenth 


_ thanun the ſeventh century, no nearer to 


the end than the beginning of the world: 
all ideas of years and ages, of præ- 
4 exiſtence and futurity, of beginning and 
ending, will be totally, obliterated: and 
paoſſibly it will be as incapable of forming 
any conceptions of time, as it is now of 
nf _ 
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eternity. The Gl therefore being gute 
unconnected with time, whenever it is 
unconnected with a body, cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to exiſt in another time, 
either prior or poſterior, but 28 in 
another manner. 7 


Every argument alſo endeavouring fo 5 
prove the injultice and diſproportion of 
eternal puniſhments for temporal of- 
3 . fences, i is founded on the ſame erroneous 
principles, and admits of the ſame an- 
fwer; that all computations of the mag- 
nitude of ſuch puniſhments from their 5 
duration, by heaping To and ages upon 
each other, are abfurd, and inconſiſtent 
With that flate in which they are to be 
inflicted : crimes will there be puniſhed 
according to the degrees of their malig- 
nity, but neither for a long, or a ſhort, 
nor 


1 
nor r for. any time at all: for all pumiſn- 
ments muſt be correſpondent to the ſtate 
in which they are ſuffered': in an eternal 
ſtate, they muſt be eternal, in a temporal 
they muſt be temporal; for it is equally 
impoſſible, that a Being can be puniſhed | 
for a time, where no time is, as that it 
ſhould be puniſhed everlaſtingly in a ſtate 
which: itſelf cannot laſt,” As therefore, 
from the nature of things, this diſpenſa- 
_ tion | is neceſſary, it cannot be unjuſt; 

and from the infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs of the Author of nature, we may 
reaſonably, preſume. that it cannot be * 
proportioned to its ſeveral objects. 


The non- entity of time will ſerve like- 
wiſe'to ſettle a late i ingenious contro ) verſy, „ 

and ſhew, that, like moſt others of the 
kind, it is a diſpute only upon words : : 


this 


Ot 

this controverſy : is concerning the fleeg 
of the ſoul; that is, whether it entere ima 
4 ſtate of happirieſs or miſery immediately 
on its diſſolution from the body, or re- 
mains in a {tate of profound inſenſibility; 
till the general judgment, and then re- 
ceives its final ſentence, and ſuffers its | 
execution: for if time is nothing but the 
thoughts and actions which paſs in it, the 
condition of the ſbul, whether it flceps or 
dot, will be exactly ihe ſame; ner will 
the final ſentence be one moment deferred 
by ſuch a ſtate of inſenſibility, how long 
ſoever it may-contitiue; for tho; during 
that period, mafiy revolutions of the Tin, 
and of empires, may take place, many 
millions of thoughts and actions may 
paſs, which, Not, only meaſure time, but 
create it; J f with regard to the ſoul: 

 fleeping, 


. | o 
5 23S | 
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| ſleeping, none of theſe, that is, no time 


Tara 


will paſs at all; and, if no time intervetre: 
judgment, however remote with regard 
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. 
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A mom 
foregoing g principtes, the foul in a ſeparate 
ſtate bears no relation to lime, then no 
event in which it is there concerned can 


be before or after another, either nearer 


or farther from any period, from death 


or Judgrnent, from the creation or diſſo- 


lution of thi is planetary ſyſtem : this we 
ſce muſt at once put an end to all diſ- 
putes on this: ſubject, and render the * 
of ſoporifics intirely needleſs. 


After all that has been here advanced, 
1 am not inſenſible, that we are here ſo 


coaſtantly converſant with temporal ob- 
Jecds, 
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jects, and ſo totally e with 
eternal, that few, very few will ever be 8. 
able to abſtract exiſtence from time, or 
comprehend that any thing can exiſt out 
of, and unconnected with it: in vain 
ſhould I ſuggeſt, that the various planets 
are peopled by the divine wiſdom with a 
variety of Beings, and even this terreftrial 
globe with innumerable creatures, Whoſe 
ſituations are ſo different, that their man- 
ner of exiſtence i quite unknown hs 


SS et tf 44 
* 
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| the eng ocean, Hrs: can no | 
| - more form conceptions of any, exiſtence 5 
beyond the limits of that; their native 
1 clement, than we ourſelves can beyond 
the boundaries of time; and that there · 
fore in : reality, time may be no more 
2 neceſſary 


N 

neceſſary to exiſtence than water, tho the 

mode of that exiſtence we are unable to 
comprehend. But, 1 well know, theſe 
analogous arguments have. little weight; 
the prejudice, of education, che ſtrength 
of habit, and the force of language, all 
formed onthe ſuppoſed union of exiſtence 
with time, will perſuade men. to. reject 
>otheſis as vain and chimerical. 

To all buſy men, and men of buſineſs, 
to all jogging on in the. beaten roads of 
profeſſions, or ſcrambling up the Preei- 
pices of ambition, theſe, conſiderations 
muſt appear unprofitable illuſions, 1 if not 
incomprehenſible nonſenſe ; for to endea - 
your to convince a merchant ſubſiſting on 
long credit, a lawyer inriched by delay, 


a divine who has purchaſed a next pre- oF 


ſentation, a general who is in no hurry to 
fight, 


* 4 * * __ þh Ry „ 
—— — GA —ͤ — äͤ⁵ rn on 


probably more ſu 
from his own company for want of better, 


t 7 * e 
Gight, or a minifler whoſs-6hjedt-is the 
continuance of his powe , that time is 


nothing, is an arduous taſk; 8 Hd N 
unlikely to be attended 
Ne e belires t to tafte br undes 


for e his noiſy buſtle of 
oceupations, and retire: inte the Nader © 

tered ſhades of ſolitude and Cöttempla- 
tion: from whence he- wilt return cer- 
tainly not richer, poſſibly not wiſer, but 
eptible. of amufement 


and more able to draw entertainment 
from his own imaginations: Gicht in his 5 
Journey thro' life he will often find an 

acquiſition not altogether inconliderable. 
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As S al things! tb sterbe ines | 
lectual, are derived from: the ſame « ome - 
nipotent author, we ſhall find, on an 


accurate examination, that there is a 
certain analogy, which runs thro' them 
all, well worthy of our attention and 


admiration; that is, that there are in the 
elements of the material world, and in 


the paſſions and actions of mankind, 
powers and propenſities of a ſimilar na- 


ture, which operate in a ſimilar manner, 


throughout every part of the material, 


mor al, and political ſyem. But this 


theory, 
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1 * abſtruſe, is difficult to be 
explained, and will be beſt elucidated by 


examples, Which every day fall within 5 


« bo wm 8: - * i a6 A * 5 


our obſervation. 


In the n a for inte, we 
ſee all diſorders cured by their own ex- 
ceſſes: a ſultry calm fails not to produce 
a ſtorm, which diſſipates the noxious 
vapours, and reſtores a purer air; the 
| fierceſt tempeſt, exhauſted. by | its own 
violence, at length ſubſides; and an in- 
tenſe ſunſhine, whilſt it parches up the 
thirſty earth, exhales clouds, which quickly 
Vater it with refreſhing: ſhowers.” Juſt ſo 
in the.moral world, all our paſſi ions and 
vices, by their exceſſes, defeat themſelves; 


exceſſive rage renders men impotent to 
execute the miſchiefs which they threaten; 
repeated treacheries make them unable 

| 44 


1 1 1 
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to deceive, becauſe none will truſt them; 


and extreme profligacy, by the diſcaſes 
which it occaſions, deſtroys their appetites, 
and works an unwilling reformation. 
As in the natural world, the elements 
are reſtrained in their moſt deſtructive 
effects, by their mutual oppoſition; ſo in 


the moral, are the vices of mankind pre- 


vented from being totally ſubverſive of 
ſociety, by their continually counteracting 


each other; profuſion reſtores to the 


public the wealth which avarice had de- 


tained from it for a time; envy clips the 
towering wings of ambition; and even 
revenge, by its terrors, prevents many 
injuries and oppreſſions: the treachery of 
the thief diſcovers his accomplices ; ; the 
perfidy of the proſtitute brings the high- 


f wayman to juſtice; and the villainy of 
| the 
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t 1 
the aſſaſſin puts an end to the re ol 4 
tyrant, 


In the material Feld; the middle cli 


a fartheſt removed from the ex- 
tremes of heat and cold, are the moſt 


ſalubrious, and moſt pleaſant: ſo in life, 


the middle ranks are ever moſt favourable 


to virtue, and to happineſs ; which dwell 


not in the extremes of poverty or riches, 


As throughout the various regions of 
the earth, advantages and 1 inconveniences | 
are diſtributed with a more impartial 


hand than we on a tranſitory view are apt 


to imagine; ſo are they to the various 


conditions of human life: if the more 
ſouthern climates are gilded with a 


brighter ſun-ſhine, perfumed with more 


fragrant gales, oy decorated with a 


greater 
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greater 1 of plants and flowers, 


they are at the ſame time perpetually 


expoſed to peſſilential heats, infeſted 


with noxious animals, torn by hurricanes, 


and rocked, by earthquakes, unknown to 


the rougher regions of the North. | In like 
manner, if the rich en Joy luxuries, from 
which the poor are debarred, they ſuffer 


many diſcaſes and diſquietudes, from 


which thoſe are fortunately exempted. 


We behold with admiration the vivid 
- azure of the vaulted ſky, and variegated 
| colours of the diſtant clouds; but, if we 
approach them on the ſummit of ſome 
lofty mountain, we. diſcover that the 
beauteous ſcene is all illuſton, and find 


A tempeſtuous whirlwind : : juft ſo, in 


Fouth, we look up with pleaſing expecta- | 


tion 
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tion to the pleaſures and honours, which 


we fondly imagine will attend maturer 
age; at which, if we arrive, the brilliant 
proſpect vaniſhes in diſappointment, and 


we meet with nothing more than a dull 


yy or turbulent contentions. 


4 The properties of the various ſeaſons | 


of the year, the gaiety of ſpring, the 


vigour of ſummer, the ſerenity of auturnn, 
and the gloom of winter, have been ſo 
often aſſimilated to the correſponding 


periods of human life; the dangers and 


diſquietudes of grandeur ſo often com- 
pared to the tempeſtuous ſituation of lofty 


2 mountains ; and the quiet faſety of infe- 


rior ſtations, to the calm ſecurity of the 


humbler vale, that a repetition of them 


here would be impertinent, and uſeleſs; 


yet they all contribute to point out that 


. e analogy 
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world, this anal 15 ſtill more conſpi- 
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deftined end, © in the latter every in ndivi- 


111 1: | 


dual of which the great political | body F Is 
form ned, 8 adliſate "by | ſel intereſt * 
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pales. fo, the gentents af f th the body. in 
Mbich it. oe d Ae + datjer in 
individuals it is ſmall, in ſocieties, greater, | 


and | in pep uloys and extenſive empires 
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ration of the Whole. It is attradtiqn that 
plunges us in the oecanz aſhes us a ginſt 
the rocks; tumbles us from the precipite; 
and pulls down the tottering) fabric. on 
| * heads ; but itris this, allo, that oonſti- 
tes all body, that binds. together the 
cfg globe; guides the revolying 
Planets, in their courſes, and without! it 
not only the whole material iy ſtem would 
| be « diffolyed, but I am. inglined to t hink; 
that matter itſelf muſt, pied; 

for, matter ; being infinitely, diviſible; 
vithout zhiq property,,.it unt infi; 
to be nothing lefs than annihilation: for 
without attraction there could be ng co- 
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heſion, without coheſion no folidity,. and 2 
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without fo no matter. In like man- | 
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ner, ſel inte, or what we miſtake f for 
3 8 2 it, 
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i, is the ſource of all our crimes; and 
moſt of our ſufferings. It is this, that 
ſeduces the profligate, by the proſpect of 
pleaſute; tẽmpts the villain; by the _ 
| of gain; and bribes the bers with! the 
voice of fame: but it t is this allo tlat is 5 
the ſource of all our 'connedhoris, ' civil, 
keligious, political, and comin mercial; "that 
binds us together in farnilies "ik cities, 
and f in nations, and directs ur itte 
tabours to'the Public benefit: Ati Without 
its influence/arts and leartiing- tfade and 
inanufactures; wonld be at t end, and 
all government, like u KA inte te 
diviſion; 'would'be/ annihilated." | 


88 The natural world ſubſi f 271 ph per- 
pet contention 2 the ddements of 
which it is conipoſed, the political by as 
confiant a conteſt of its] interttal 5 parties, 
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firuggling for ſuperiority. In the forms 


the great ſyſtem is carried on by a cons 


_ Unual rotatiqn. of good and evil, | alter- - 


nately producing g. and ſucoceding « each 
Wer. 6 | . ned ſunſhine ne produges tems 


ant 


aſſiſt commerce and agriculyure, by ſcour- 


ing out the bells of rivers; and fertilizing 
lands; /and.ſunſhine:returns again : foin 


the latter, long peace,;the-political fun 
ſhine; generates corruption, luxury, and 


faction, the parents of deſtructive wars; 


war for a time awakens national vigaur, 
and pours down wealth and plunder, 


e Giſtrels calls forth induſtry agri- 


edding rains; rains; conſe, inundations, 
which, after ſome rayages, ſubſiding, | 


then caviſes inundations of poverty and 
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eulture, and commerce, 120 Nee re- 
turns once moie. 5 ie: 264691 f n Al 


As ni ight and diy, Vintef ald lummer, 
are alternately circulated over tlie vatious 
regions of the globe; fo are poverty and 
wealth, idleneſs and induſtry, ighorance : 
and ſciencę, deſpotiſm and liberty; by an 
uniform proceſs ariſing from their own 
natural conftitutions, and their invariable 
effects upon each other. In poor coun- 

tries, neceſſity incites induſtry, and choaps 

nels of proviſions" invites tradets and 
manufacturers to reſide; this ſoon into: 
duges wealth, learning, and liberty; and 
| theſe are as ſaon followed by prefuſion, 
faction, ang. liventiouſngſs ; comfneree 
vill keep.na fych, company, but, like 3 
bird of paſſage,. migrates. to climes by 
poverty and * better e to 
her 
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e Hehy civilized; free! Gllolute; a 
heentibus in the {ane manner, and are 


ſucceſſively deſerted ff tlie lame te 
and the farms cited chu rene wer 


dop- imad nf MMF tit 2-990 
Areulatiotł bf the r, ant Hife ar reftug 


of the tides; Pteſerve Rbfe Nefüefttt BHI 
a putrid Ragnation ; ſo irf/ the polite? 5 

| controyenſies,/civit and feligfous, keep u 
the ſpirits of national commumities, Ad 


prevent chert from finking > into a ſtate of 


indoleries und ignbianee: but if eiter 
eration | theit 
| conſbquences ate exttemely TT 1 the 


exceed the bounds of in 


ormer produeing ſiortns and inundation ons 


and thé latter anarchy aud confufio1 ü. 

Lord Baeon obſerves; that War is to Rates, | 
what exerciſe is to individuals; and in 

(51 uo: T1912 | | this 
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this they are extremely ſimilar 32 Proper 
proportion may contribute to health and 
yigour, but too much 1 _ ; 
Wears out 2 | confiitution.., AI 2010 


Thus, by a wiſe and EE diſpo- 
fition of things material and intellectual, 
God has infuſed into them all powers and 
 propenlities greatly analogous, by which 
they. are enabled and compelled, ina 
ſimilar manner, t to of their reſpective 
8 parts in the general ſyſtem, to reſtrain 
their own exceſſes, and to call back. each 
e whenever ——_ far deviate from 


4.5144 


every ry thing, as gent to i . to 
night and gay, to winter and ſummer, to 
heat and cold, iw. ran and ſunſhine; % 
happineſs and miſery, 10 ſcience and ig | 
norance, to War and peace, to liberty and 

deſpotiſm, 
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deſpotiſm, 48 Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and | 


no farther.” ; Thele Amazing, inſtances of 


21 © 


| infinite vildom! in the ceconomy of things, 


| preſenting, every, where an analogy ſo 
remarkable, are well worthy of our higheſt 


admiration ; 3. vet have been but little 
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obſerved, becauſe theſe ſe divine diſpoſitions 
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appear to us o be no. 8 the 
neceſſary conſequences of previous cauſ 
and the  invariable operations of =_ 

and we forget that nature is nothing more 


tha the art of ber Omnipotent Author, 
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1 ene 4 DEN eee 
| e Laenge entkis tian 11 T. 
| _ Hed gid 1070 730 199 248 . * opens 
| Font Karued atid ingenious wri- 
il ters, ſome Todtrines of the Chriftian reli- 
Ber hive apple fo coltiddifiory to all 
1 the principles of "reaſon anch. that 
| | they cannot "affent to them "ag „ Nor believe 
Wo at ty be derhef dah Me Got- 
1 iin of all truth and julſlee In order r 
| | © therefore to ſatisfy themſelves and others, F 
L ) who may labour under the ſame difficul- 
Þ | ties, they have undertaken the arduous 
- | | taſk of reconciling revelation and reaſon ; 
| 


and great would have been their merits, 
had they begun at the right end, that is, 
had they endeavoured to exalt the human 
3 


N 


1 1 


cman to reduce thoſe:doQiines to therJow 
ſtandard of human reaſon; but, unfortu- 
nately for themſelves ande many others} 


they have made cholce of: the latter 
method, and, as the ſhorteſt way to effect 


| it, have with incbnſiderate rafhneſs. ex- 
punged from the New Teſtament every 


divine declaration, which agrees not ex- 
thy with their own notions. of truth and. 
rectitude; and this they have attempted i 
| by no other means, than by abſurd ex · 
planations or by bold aſſertions that 


they are not there, i in direct eontradiction 
to the ſenſe of language, and the whole 
tenour of thoſe writings ; as ſome philo» 
| ſophers have ventured, in oppoſition to 


all men's ſenſes, and even to their own, 
ee, Be 2 wp 
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underſtanding: to the comprehenſion of 
| the ſublime doctrines of the goſpel, rather 
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to deny the. exiſtence of matter, for no 


other reaſon, 3 but becauſe they. find in it 


properties which they are unable to ac- 
count for. Thus they have reduced 
Chriſtianity 10. mere ſyſtem of ethics, 


and tetain no part of it but the moral, 
which in fact is no charactetiſtic. part of 


it at all, as this, though i in a manner leſs 


perfect, makes a part of every feligion 


which ever appeared in the world. This 


ingenious method of converting -Chriſ- 
tianity into Deiſm, cannot fail of acquiring 
many reſpectable proſelytes; for every 
virtuous and pious man, who would be a 
Chriftian'if--he could, that is, who reve- 
rences the name of Chriſtianity, but 
cannot aſſent to its tenets, is glad to liſt 
under the ſtandard of any leader, who 


can teach bim to * a Chriſtian,” without 
believing 
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believiag any one e that init 

tui 7:595-287" re Ty ned 2512 Som 
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that during the laſt century, "the faſhion- 
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able pliloſophers were 107 Ws "moſt pa 
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N BY 


Atheiſts, who aſcribed every thing to 
chance, fate, or 'neceſſity;;"exctulwve of 


all initelligenee” or deligs: thele mighty 
Siants, *who «fought! againſt Heaven 


| being at length overthrown by the abſur- 


ckty of their own principles, and tlie 
ſuperior abilities of their” adverſaries; fe. 
weated;” about the beginning of the | 


preſeaty>:to dhe  mote- tenable fort of 


Deiſm pbut here again, being frequently 


| worfied, they/ at laſt tock ſhelter under 
me covert covert. w of rational Chriſtianity; 


where hey now make their ſtand, and 
attack 
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attack cevdation with lefs kits wy 
more ſucceſs, than from the open plains 


ready . to > rde the "winks ſubſtance of 
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the Chriſtian inflitution, who would be 


rocked at at the EE of .r ieee 


the name. 


93 


"'” If N Hoc 1378 0 5752 11150 TI 


If Chiiftignity: 9 1 to. be learned gut 'of 
the'New. Teſtargent, and words dave any 


meaning affixed; to them, the funda- 


mental prineiples of it are theſk, - That 


mankind come into this werld in a des 


praved and fallen condition that they 
are placed lers ſor a hile, to givg them 
non, that is, by a virtuous: and ; pious. 


life to purge off this guilt and depravity, 


and recover their oſt ſtate of happineſs 


pr 50 | 


E21 


they are: unable to perform, without thes 
_ grace and aſſiſtance of Godry Hand thab 

alter; theit heſſ endeavours;! they cannot 5 
hope for pardon from their n merits, 


but only from the merits: of Chriſt, ank 
the atonement made for: heir tranſgreſs | 

| ſions by bis ſufferings and-deathc! This 
is clearly the ſum and ſubſtarioe of the 


Chriſtian diſpenſation; iand io ladvetſe is | 


it to all abe principles of / human ſreaſon 
that, if brought: before her tribunal/ ãt 


muſt inevitably be condemnad -:If:we 


give no credn to ita divine muthotioy n any 
attempt ta recdneile them is uſpleſs q and 
if we believe It, - prefuraprucs' in h 
highefto degree, To prove thera 
ableneſs; of a. revelation; is in fact ts 
deſtroy: itz Becauſe a revelation- iinplies 
at of fonething oeh reno 
* cannot 
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cannot diſcover, and therefbre muſt be 
different from its deductions, or it would 
de no revelation; If God had told us, 
that we come into this world in a ſtate of 
perfect innocence, void of all propenſities 
to evil; that our depravity proceeds en- 
tirely from the abuſe of that free-will, 
with which lie has been pleaſed to endue 
us; that, if in this life we purſue a virtuous 
condudt;;wethavea right to be rewarded, 
and if a vicious, we may expect to be 
puniſhed in another, except we prevent 5 

it. by: repeittance;and reformation; and 
dat theſe ats always in our n ον]ẽꝗrm 
if God had informed us of nothing more, 
this would haye been no revelation, be- 
cauſe, it is juſt what our reaſon,» properly 
employed, might have taught us: but if 
be bas thought proper, by ſupernatutal | 


. 1 55 "means, 


LL 
means, to aſſure us; that our r ſituation, 
our relations, our depravity dur ments, 
and our powers, are all of kind: ex- 
tremely different from! what we imagine; 
arid that his diſpenſations towards u are 
founded on principles uliich cannot be 
explained to us, becauſe; in our prefent 


ſtate, we are unable ta comprehend them; 


this is revelation, which we may he- 
lieve, or not, according to our opinion of 
its authority; but let us not reaſon it into 


a all 1 3 * wt 
na revelation | t f. Blood Sit mA 


\ The writers of he New [Teſtament 
ane een the religion which 
they teach, is a myſtery, that is, a reve- 
lation of the diſpenſations of God 0 


mankind, which. without ſupernatural. in- 


formation: we never could have diſco- 
we thus St, Paul ſays, 3 2 Having 
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made known to us the myſtery. of his 
ill.“ What then is this myſtery ? not 
the moral precepts of the goſpel; for they 
are no more a myſtery than the Ethics of 
Ariſtotle, or the Offices: of Cicero: the 
myſtery conſifts alone in theſe very doc- 
trines, which: the Rationaliſt explodes, 
becauſe they difagree with the concluſions 
of his reaſon; that is, becauſe they are 
myſtenes, as they are „ ” 
thole who taught ahem: 190916 © 

| But theſe bold advocates ; for reaſon 
underſtand not its extent, its powers, or 
the! proper application of them, The 
utmoſt perfection of human reaſon is the 
knowledge of its own defects, and the 
kmits of its own confined-powers, which 
are ext remely narrow. It is @ lamp 
which ſegves us — well for the common 
occupations 
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occupations” of life, WHfctr are near at 


hand, bitt can ew is fd: proſpec at à 
Adiſtattees on all ſpeculative ſubje tts, it 
is extecdingly fallacions, but in'ftofie' {6 

cquehfly thifledds'ns, as fti our religious 
and” political ir _ becaufe, in tfie 
miſes; Alt n the Eee pon faffe ores: 
Thus, for inſtance, reafon tells us, that 
A Creator, infinitely powerful and good; 
could neter permit Any coil, natural f 
moral, to "have a Place ift bis works; : 
becauſe tus g 2 oddneſs muſt i Aduce i m. 


and nis power enable him, to exchide 


mem: ' this argument! is unalifverable 


any thing,” but experience, "which e. every 
hour Confütes it. Thus again, reafon | 


e bay er 


affüres us, "thay annere though. they 
may be Juſt puniſhments for paſt crimes, 
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and a means to prevent them for the 


future, can never be compenſations 1 
them; much les can.the ſufferings of one 5 
Being atone for the guilt of another: 
againſt this no ohjection can be urged, 
except the belief of mankind, in all ages 
and nations, and the expreſs declarations 
of revelation ;, which unanimouſly contra- 
dict it, and afford. ſufficient grounds for 
our concurrence. , In theſe two inſtances 


we are deceived by miſapplying | our 


reaſon to ſubjects i in which e have no 
premiſes to reaſon upon J for, being to- 
tally ignorant on what plan the univerſal : 
ſyſtem is formed and ſopported, we can 
be no judges « of what | is good or evil with 


regard to. the Whole; and, as we know . 


not for what ends either guilt or ſufferings 


were ever admitted, we muſt be ynable : 
fo 


- 


F Wi 


to comprehend what connections between 


them may poſſibly be derived from thoſe 


ends. In our political diſcuſſions, reaſon 
0 equally mifleads us; in theſe, ſhe preſents 
| us with ſchemes of governiment, in which, 
by the moſt admirable contrivances, 


juſtice is ſo "impartially* adminiſtered, i 


property ſo well guarded, and liberty ſo 


effectually ſecured, that in theory it ſeems 


impoſſible, that any people under fach 
wiſe regulations can poſſibly fail of being 
happy, virtuous, and free; but experi- 
ment ſoon con vinces us, that they are in- 


adequate to theſe ſalutary purpoſes, and 


; that, in practice, they are productive 


only of anarchy and confuſion. Here 


our errors ariſe from reaſoning on falſe 


Premiſes, that is, from ſuppoſing that 
mankind will act on principles incom- 
patible 
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patible with the vices, the folligs, and the 
paſſions of human nature. If reaſon, 
therefore, is ſo fallible a judge in the 
little and low concerns of human policy, 
with which ſhe. is daily converfant, how 
abſurd is the Rationaliſt, who canſtitutes 


2 


her fole arbiter, in the diſcuſſions of the 


moſt ſublime ſubj ects, of which ſhe. has 
not the leaſt com rehenſion, the attri- 
butes and diſpenſations of the Almighty, 
our relations to him, and our connections 
with paſt and future ſtates of exiſtence ! 


Of all men} who are called Chriſtians, 


the Rationaliſt ſeems to have the leaſt | 
pretence to that denomination: the 
Churck of England acknowledges the 


belief of all the doctrines. of this inſtitu- 
tion in her Articles, though in them they 
are ill explained, | and worſe expreſſed 3 
3 1 the 


7. 
| the Church of Rome aſſents to them all, 
but adds many without ſufficient autho- 
rity ;. the Calviniit denies them not, but 
diſgraces them by harſh, obſcure, and 
abſurd comments; the Quaker admits 
them, but! is bewildered. by enthuſiaſtic 
notions of partial inſpirations'; and the 
Methodiſt ſubſeribes to them all with the 
utmoſt veneration, but (inconſiſtently) 
depreciates the merit of moral duties, at 
the ſame time that he inſiſts on the prac- 
tice of the moſt rigid; but the Rationalift 
reprobates the whole, as impious, ridi- 
culous, and contradictory to the juſtice 
of God, and the reaſon of man. Nor 
is he leſs adverſe to the ſpirit, than to 
the letter of this religion: the true Chriſ- 
tian is humble, teachable; and diffident; 
the Rationaliſt is alluming, obſtinate, and 
on = ſelf- 


"x ku Jy. 
ſelf-ſufficient : the Chriſtian hopeth all 
things, ſeareth all things, and believetn 
all things; the Rationaliſt hopeth for 
nothing, but from his own merits, feareth 
nothing from his own depravity, and 


he cannot perfectly underſtand. Why 
then muſt he be a Chriſtian? no man is 
now compelled to come in, nor more 


obliged to be a Chriſtian, than a Free- 
Maſon; the belief of it is not neceſſary 


to his advancement in life, nor his pro- 
greſs in any i profeſſion ; we know, that 
he may be a:lawyer, a phyſician, or even 5 
a divine, without it. If, on an impartial 
enquiry, he is a religious and moral Deiſt, 
why not own it? Such were Socrates, 


Plato, and Cicero; and it is ſtill a cha- 


racer by no means diſgraceful to a vir- 
| + tuous 


* — 


tuous man. I blame no one for want of 
faith, but for want of ſinberity; not for 
| being no Chriſtian, but for pretending to 


be one, without believing. "The profeſſed 
Deiſt gives Chriſtianity fair play; if ſhe 


cannot defend herſelf, let her fall, but 
the rational Chriſtian aſſaſinates her in 
the dark: the firſt attacks Chriſt, as did 
_ the multitude, | with ſwords, and ſtaves ; 
the latter, like Jus, beirgys him vin 
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A any one cafts his eye on the title of 
tits eſſay, ſhort as it is, he will ſcarcely . 
be perſuaded to read any farther; as he 
| |. wil rationally conclude; that, on a fabject 
| ſo hackneyed 'by the beſt and worſt wri- 
ters of all ages, from Ariſtotle to the 


| j news· paper politicians of the preſent 
| times, nothing can be added, which can 
q |. afford either inſtruction or entertainment: 
but ſo many abſurd principles, concern- 


ing government and liberty, have of late 
been diſſeminated with unuſual induſtry; 
principles as falſe as miſchievous, as in- 
conſiſtent with common ſenſe as with all 


human 
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— 


human ſociety; that it ſeems op 
that they ſhould not pals: quite unnoticed, 
eſpecially ; as they require nothing more, 
than to be fairly ſtated, to be refuted. 
The moſt conſiderable of them are the 
following; to each of e e wy 2 


few words. 3 51110 42201 Klis 


iſt. That all men are 1 
adly. That all men are born free. 

zdly. That all ii is derived 
7 from the people. TE” 


Athly. That all er is a com- 
Pact between the n and the 


governed. WE 5 S 
Ju That no government oily 
_ laſt any longer, than it continues to 


be of equal advantage to the two 
Contracting parties, that is, to the 


governed, as to the governors. 
„ Firſt 
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kit wen; That al men are bor 


equal; by which propoſition, if it is only 
meant, that all men are equally born, 
that i is, that one man is as much born as 
- another, 1 ſhall not diſpute its truth: but 


in every other ſenſe it is intirely falſe ; 


for we daily ſee, that ſome are born with 
beautiful and healthy bodies; and fome 


with frames diſtorted, and-filled with the 
moſt deplorable diſeaſes ; ſome with 


minds fraught with the ſeeds of wiſdom 


and genius, others with thoſe of idiotiſm 


and madneſs; | ſome, by the laws and 


conſtitutions of their countries, are born 
to the inheritance of aMuent fortunes and 


diſtinguiſhed honours, others to a life of 


poverty, labour, and obſcurity. How. 
theſe. can be ſaid to be born equal, 1 


cannot compretend, If by this propo- 


| fition 


109 } 
ſition is to be underſtood, that, at the time 
of their birth, all men are poſſeſſed with 


an equal ſ ſhare of power, wealth, wiſdom, 
learning, and virtue 3 when they are 


equally incapable. of poſſeſſing any; this 
would: be no leſs ridiculous, than to aſſert, 
that all men are born with teeth of the 
ſame length, when none of them are born 
with any teeth at all. But, ſuppoſing 
they were all born equal; would this 
prove, what is always intended to be 
proved by it, that they ought always.to 


continue | ſo?. or can any argument, be 


drawn from thence, againſt their future 
inequality, and ſubordination ? muſt no 
man preſume to be ſix feet high, becauſe 
perhaps he was born of the ſame ſize as 
another, whoi is now but four ? muſt no 


man aſſume power o over x another, becauſe 
5 ö they 
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mey were born equal, that is, becauſe at 


their birth they were both incapable of 


exercifing any power whatever? Thus, 


we ſee, this mighty argument, drawn 


from the ſuppoſed natural equality of | 


mankind," by which all powers and prin- 


eipalities are threatened * to be overthrown, 


is intirely falſe, and if true, is nothing to 
the purpoſe for which i it has Rs ſo often 
and fo potnpouiſly introduced, . 


Sceondy; That all men are e boch free. 


This is ſo far from being true, that the 


wi+#4 4 


Hrſt infringement of this liberty, is being 


born. at all; which! is 5 impoſed upog them, 


R 


12222 


W or their repreſentatives and 
v/ 9 G 


it may eaſily be ſhewn, that man, by the 


| conflitution of his nature, never ſubſiſts a 


"$41 0 


free and independent Being, from the 
it 1 fit 


FE tie 1 
firſt tothe laſt inoment of his reſidenes 
on this terreſtrial” globe: where, We 
e fir ths of his exiſtence, he 
is confined in a Yark and fuſtry priſon, 
debarred kom light and ait; till at 
length, by" at Habeas Corpus broughit 
by the hand of ſome kind deliverer, heis 
ſet at hberty: but what kind of liberty 
does hie then enjoy? he is bound hand 
and foot, ard fed upon bread and water, 
for as long à period; no ſooner is he 
unbound, thai he makes fo bad a uſe of 
tis liberty, #hat'it becomes neceffary that 
be fhoul4*Be' placed in a ftate of the 
(reve diſcipline; firſt utider a -nuife; 
and then 4 fchoolmaiter, both equal ty- 
rants in thiir ſeveral departments; by 
whom he is again confined without law, 
condemned without a jury, and whipt 
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without 
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vithout mercy- In this ſtate of flavery 


he continues many years, and at the ex- 


piration of it, he is obliged to commence 
an | inyoluntary, ſubject of ſome civil 
government; to whoſe authority he muſt 


pute her right, or be juſtly hanged; for 
diſobedience to her laws. And this is the 


ſum total of human liberty. Perhaps it 


may be faid, that all this may be inge 
nious ridicule, but cannot be intended 8 
for ſerious argument; to which | J reply, 


: that it is the mgſt ſerious, argument! that 


can be offered, becauſe it is deniyed from 
the works, and the will of our Creator; 
and evidently;ſhews, that man, was never 
deſigned by him to be an independent 


and ſelf. governed Being, but to be trained 
up in a ſtate of ſubordination, and go- 


vernment 


Eg } 


vernment in the preſent life, to fit him 
for one more perfect in another: and, if 
it was not a reflection too ſerious, I ſhould 
| add, that, in the numerous catalogue of 
human vices, there is not one, which ſo 
compleatly. diſqualifies him from being a 


member of that celeſtial. community, as a 
lactious and turbulent diſpoſition, and an 


impatience of controul; which frequently 


aſſumes the ee title of the e of 
pen f yon 


Tay! a That all' goremment is de- 


rived from the people. This i is another 


fallacious propoſition; wich in one ſenſe 


is true, but, with regard to the principles 
ſo often eſtabliſhed upon it; intirely falſe. 


It is true, indeed, that all government is 
ſo far derived from the people, that thete | 


could be no government if there were no 


I people 
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people to be governed : if there were no 

<albetts there could be no kings, nor 
parliaments if there were no conflituents, 
nor ſhepherds if there were no ſheep ; but 
we inference uſualhj drawn from this pro- 
; poſition is utterly falſe, which is, that 
becauſe all inn is derived from 
the people, the people have a right to 
reſume it, and adminiſter it themſelves, | 
whenever they pleaſe. But whatever 

claim they may have to this right, the 
exerciſe of it is impracticable, from the 


very nature of government; for all go- 
vernment muſt conſiſt of the governors, 
and the governed; if the people at large 
are the governors, where ſhall we be able 
to find the governed ? All government 1s 
power, with which ſome are intruſted, to 
- controul the actions of others; but how 


- 


18 


1 115 1 
is/it polible that every man ſhould-have 


2 power to controul the actions of every 


man ? this would be à form of govern- 
ment, which we have heard ſametimes 
recommended as the moſt perfect, in 
which all are governed by all; that is, 


in other words, where there is no govern- | 


ment at all. Jagree with theſe pretended 
patriots, what the People im Srery coprthy 


have a right to reſiſt marifeſt grievances 
and oppreſſions, to change their gover- 


8 nors, and even their conſtitutions, on 


great and extraordinary occaſions; when- 


ever they groan under the rod of tyranny, 
they have a right to ſhake it off, and 
form a conſtitution more productive of 
liberty ; and, in like manner, if they 
find themſelves torn by irreconcileable 
5 — and debilitated by internal con- 


12 tentions, 
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tentions, they have an el right to 
| change it for a government more arbitrary 
and deciſive: But we ſhall not agree ſo 
well in our definition of that important 
and miſapplied term the people: by 
which I would be underſtood to mean ie 
whole body of à nation, adviſed and 1 
directed by the moſt reſpectable members 
ol it; who are poſſeſſed of rank, property, 
wiſdom, and experience: But who are 
thoſe in this country, whom our modern 
demagogues diſtinguiſh by this name, 
and veſt with this ſupreme dominion? 
Not the hereditary peers of the realm; 
not the repfeſentatives of this very people 
in parliament aſſembled, not the paſtors 
of the church, the ſages of the law, or 
the magiſtrates who are guardians of the 
public ſafety ; not the poſſeſſors of landed 
property 55 
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property, the opulent ſtockholder, beth 
wealthy merchant. Theſe are all-reptes 


ſented as tools of _miniſſers, lovers, of 


24 4 44. 


ſlavery, united | in a cp nſpiracy to. deſtro oy 


5 J1IONTCYOU wes 2902/0 32 BOM 
their country and ruin theraſelyes: bs 
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point ont to ms no defenders of our liber- 
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ties or Properties, but thoſe who o have | 


ine Uno OW] 5111 YO On 21 1 
. es neither; no public. ſpirit, but 
1 0717 28719 * Jes 1 

garrets of Grub- ftreet ; no refar- 


7B 3. we; LACY 


1 _ but from the Purlieus of St. 


E +, 2 , ITT Jo] 
iles's S; nor one Solon, or Lycurgus, 
1 Ji # F133 1 VET wy OR 


but who 1 is to emerge from the tin- mines 


of i Cornwal, or the coal pit of Newcaffte. 
Theſe a are not the people whom I ſhould, 


us 8 


chuſe to truſt with unlimited power, 
becauſe T know they are totally incapable 
of employing g*it to any ſalutary purpoſe, 
even for ' themſelves; and, whatever 
n. be our Sfievinices, redreſs from 
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to 


F ourthly ; That all government | is 7 


3 ae e 
compact between the e n and the 
vail}: ; 

governed. This imaginary compact is 


dil 11 


repreſented by ſorne, as a formal agree- 
ment entered i into by: the two contradting 
parties by which! the latter gives Pp part 
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change * protegtion granted ir the 


da. + © # © 
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former z 3 without which voluntary ſur- 


tree] 
220 


render, no one man, or body of men 


71 . fy 


could h have a right 1 to controul the jen 
Ss 10 7 | 11 


of another; and fome! have gone e fo far as 


12 OG 


to, aſſert, that this ſurrender | cannot be 


en 1 21 5 
made binding. by. repreſentation, . that 
parents cannot conſent. to it for their 
children, or nalions for individuals, but 
1 55 | that 
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that every one muſt give his perſonal con- 
Eurrence, and that on this alone the con- 
ſtitution of every government is or ought N 
do be founded: but all this is a ridiculous 
betion, intended only to ſubvert all go: 
vernment, and let mankind looſe tu prey 
upon egch other; for, in fact, no ſuch 
dgompact evèr was propoſed: ot agreed ic, 
no ſueli natural independence: eyer poſ- 


ſeſſed, and conſequently; can never have 


been given up. We hear a great deal 
about the conſtitutions of; different ſtates, 
by which-are underfiood ſome particular 
modes of government, ſettled at ſome 
particular times, which ought to be ſup- 
ported with religious veneration through 
all ſucceeding ages: in ſome of theſe, the 
| people are ſuppoſed to have a right to 

greater degrees of liberty than 1 in others, 
having 


„„ ˙ H7 

having made better bargains for them: 
ſelves, and given up leſs of their natural 
independence: but this, and all conclu- 
ſions drawn from theſe premiſes, muſt be 
falſe, becauſe the facts on which they are 
founded are not true; for no ſuch conſti- 
tations, eſtabliſhed on general conſent, 
are any where to be found; all which, 
we ſee, / are the offsprings of force or 
| fraud, of accident, and the circumſtances | 
of the times, and muſt perpetually chan ge 
with thoſe circumſtances: in-all of them, 
the people have an equal right to preſerve 
or regain their liberty, whenever they are 
able. But the queſtion is not, wat tight 
they have to liberty, but, what degree of 
it they are capable of enjoying, without 
accompliſhing their own deſtruction. In 


— 


oof 


ſome countries this is very ſmall, and in 
l 2 none 


„ 
none can it be very great, becauſe the 


depravity of human nature vill not permit 
tit. Compact is repugnant. to the very 


nature of government; whoſe eſſence is 


compulſion, and which originates always. 


from, neceſſity, and never from choice r 
compact; and it is the; moſt , egregious 


abſurdity, to reaſon from the: ſuppoſed 


rights of mankind in an imaginary ſtate 
of nature, a tate the moſt, unnatural, 
becauſe in ſuch a ſtate they never did or 
can ſubſiſt, or were ever deſigned for. 


The! natural ſtate of man is by no means 


a ſtate of ſolitude and independence, but 


of ſociety and ſubordination ; all the 
effecis of human art are parts of his 


nature, becauſe the power of producing 
them is beſtowed upon him by the author 
af it. It is as natural for men to build 


cities, 
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 {itics, as for birds to build neſts; and to 
live under ſome kind of government, as 
for bees and ants; without which he can 
no more ſubſiſt than thoſe ſocial and in- 
duftrious inſects; nor has he either more 
ght, or power, than they, to refuſe his 
ſubmiſſion. But if every man was poſ- 
ſeſſed of this natural independence, and 
had a riglit to ſurrender it on a bargain, 
he maſt have an equal right to retain it; 
then he has a right to chuſe, whether he 
will purchaſe protection at the price of 
freedom, or whether he prefers liberty 
and plunder to ſafet and conſtraint: a 
large majority of mankind, who have 
neither property nor principles, would 
undoubtedly make choice of the latter, 
and all theſe might'rob, and murder, and 
commit all manner of crimes with i is 


— 
oy 
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nity; dar; if rhis their claim to KOT OR 
independence is well founded, they could 
not be juſthy amenable to Any tribunal 
upon earth, and thus the world would 
ſoon become a ſcene of univeiſal rapine 
and bloodftied; This ſhews into what 
abſurdities we run, whenever we reaſon 
from ſpeculative principles, without at- 
tending to practicabiſty and experience: 
for the real truth is no more than this, 
Every man, by the conſtitution of human 
nature, comes into the world under ſucn 
a degree of authority and reſtraint as is 
neceſſary for the preſervation and happi- 
neſs of his ſpeeies and himſelf; "this is no 
more left to his "choice, than whether he 
wilt: come” into the world, or not; and 
this obligation he carries about with Hin, 
fo long as he! continues in it. Hence he 


is 


ee 12 
is bound to ſubmit to tlie laws and con- 
5 ſtitution of every country in which he : 
reſides,” and is juſtly puiſhable for diſ- 
obedience - to the. To aſk a man 
whether he, chuſes to be ſubject to any 
law or government, is to aſk him, whether 
he chuſes to be a man, or a wild beaſt, | 
and: wiſhes to be treated accordingly. 80 
far are men from being poſſeſſed of this 
natural independence, on which ſo many 
ſyſtems, of anarchy have been erected, 
that ſubmiſſion to authority is eſſential to 
| humanity; and a principal condition on 
which it is beſtowed : man is evidently 
made for ſociety, and ſociety cannot ſub- 
fit without government, and therefore 
government is as much a part of human 
nature, as a hand, a heart, or a head; 
all theſe are frequently applied to the 
. 0 „ 
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conſt ot purpbles, and b is governnienty 
dut it would be ridiculous thence to 
argue, that we ſhould live longer and 
happier without them. The Supreme 

Governor of the world has not determined 
who ſhalb- be his vicegerents, nor what 

forms of government ſhallb be adopted; 
but he has unalterably decreed that there 
ſhall be ſome z and therefore, though no 


particular governors can lay claim to a 


divine right of. ruling, yet government 
itſelf is of a divine inſtitution, as much as 

- cating, and for the ſame reaſon, becauſe 
ve cannot ſubſi ſt without 1 it. 


Fifthly; That no government ouglit 
to ſubſiſt any longer, than it continues to 
be of equal advantage to the governed 
das to the governors. If this propoſition 

is adopted; and by advantage wealth and 
i 5 power 
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| PREY are to be underſiood,, es is an 


end of all government at once; for the 


greateſt ſhare of theſe muſt be poſſeſſed 
by the governors ; becauſe without it they | 
could not govern: I power and property 


always accompany each other, and power 
is government; theſe therefore muſt re- | 
fide with thoſe who govern; and, how 
often ſoever theſe may change hands, and 
the condition of individuals be altered, 


with regard to the community, the caſe 
muſt eternally be the ſame: on this prin- 
ciple, therefore, the governed would have 


a perpetual right to reſiſt, and every go- 
vernment- ought to be: diſſolved at the 
moment of its commencement : on this 
principle, the, loweſt of the people, in 
every country, may at any time be in- 
cited to rebel, and their rebellion be 

juſtified 5 


ifaw] 
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to labour, and bebold their ſuperiors, en- 
i joying e all the pomps and luxuries of life, 
tt; will be eaſy to perſuade wem, that 
they; receive greater benefits from go- 
vernment than themſelves, and thats, for 
that reaſon, they have a right to ſubvert 
it: this right they are always ready to 
aſſert, and will not ſo eaſy be diſſuaded 
from the attempt, by being told, what 
is certainly true, that they really receive 
as much benefit from government as thoſe 
who govern; becauſe, by that alone, they 
are every day prevented from tearing one 
another to pieces: but this argument will 
have but little weight, becauſe they will 
never be convinced, that this is any 
A ee = l VO benefit, 
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| benefit, and not father an infringement 
of their natural ri ights. 


In ſhort, all theſe wild and extravagant 
principles are the production of ignorance; 
or ambition, invented and propagated 
either by thoſe who ate unacquainted | 
with human nature, and human govern- 
ment, or thoſe who endeavour to render 
it impracticable in the hands of others, 
that it may fall into their own ; and all 
terminate in one abſurd concluſion, which 
is, That government is an unjuſtifiable 
impoſition, and violation of the rights of 
nature, and ought to be eradicated from 
the face of the earth, But, ' happily * 


the world, whenever men preſume to 
reaſon againſt the courſe of nature, and 
the decrees of Providence, their argu- 
ments, however ingenious, have but little 
| effect; 


1 ie J 

effect ; for governnricht there muft be, fo 
long as there are inen; and the diſpute 
vill fit continue to deß that _ wy who 
ſhall mw 8-2": ol . Fes na; ie 


"it is an old if] a ſt lai, | 


that the loudeſt advbeates fot liberty have 
always been the greateſt tyratits whenever 


they have got power into their hands; * 
and this muſt tieceffariſy be; becauſe a 


love of liberty is un ünfatzeüce of cotl- 
troul, and, when this impatience of con- 
troul is united with power, reſiſtance is 
ati infringemerit of their liberty who po- 
ſeſs it, and is treated by them with ſeve- 
fity; in proportion to their impatierice df 
controul; and thus the ſame diſpoſition, 
which in a ſubject conſtitutes a patriot, 
in à prince creates a tyrant. This ſhews, 

that an extraordinary zeal for liberty is 

K nothing 


** 8 
: -- 2 4 I a 2 & * — a Av r 51 r n BED $5 ” 
_ — 5 A : . -- aa — 
5 —— 2 — > Te ot * 2 ens - 5 7 1 13 * = 
- — "u> , he of * 1 * 2 * os . ” 
<> Suarez 57 S a rn — — - 4 n + = A 
— —_— — 1 - . Y ** _ bh" 24 8 3 <> . 
2 * 7 3 - V4 4” 2 D 50 — by l a S ES . 7 
» . * . * 0 A 8 N „. 3 K 8 
8 3s * SAY 9 N * * g — — oe fr and —S wg — — 
— A — — — 


” R — — * 4 
- 


*%, _" 3 


— 2 5 


12 * "_ 
_ — _ * -_ wo 
EIS 1 
"4 2 4 2 


n n 1 
- _ * 

22 — ny 2: — — 
ED DEED oi A 
7 X "ors I TOI *. h 
HT, — Fs 
g N 

* 


— 
% 


” 
14 

oo | 

} 1 

. 

7 

$7 


— 


— 


1 


nothing mo re than an extraordinary Cond 35 


neſs for power, that is, a power to con- 
troul the actions of others, uncontrouled 
ourſelves; and this love of liberty does 
not ariſe lo much from our fears of being 
ill governed, as from « our diſlike of being 
governed at all. So true is this, that I 


am fully perſuaded, that if an angel, was 


ſent from heaven, veſted with irceilible 


power, to govern any country, upon 
earth, 7 was to execute his Sd en 


ps eee 5 Pale w . 
very ſoon be deſerted by moſt of the in- 
habitants; Who would rather chuſe to 
| ſuffer mutual injuries and oppreſſions, 


however grievous, under any government 


in which they themſelves had a ſhare, 
. to be compelled to be virtuous and 


happy 


1 t J] 


happy: 15 any: n authority whats 
| ever. eie LT el aint E204 I. Ben 


1 The 1 tue of which 5 8 
writers avail thernſetves, is this—they 


conflaitly charge all the numerous evils 


inherent i in all human governments to the 
account of the governors; which for the 
moſt part ate imputable with more pro- 
priety to the governed: it is owing to 


, their vices that there is any fuch thing 
as government, or any occafion for it; 
and conſequently, all its attendant evils 


muſt be derived from the fame ſource. It 


is their crimes, which require puniſhment | 


and their venality which makes corruption 
neceſlary ; 3 war, with all its horrors, 
ſprings from their depravity, the violence 


of faction, the avarice of commerce, the 


ambition ok the rich, and the profligacy 
A and 
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and idleneſs of the poor : princes are 


made tyrants by the perverſeneſs and 
diſobedience of their ſubjects, and ſubjects 


become ſaves from their incapacity. to 
enjoy liberty. Every governor is in the 
ſituation of a Sadler, whoſe very office 


| ariſes. from, the criminality of thoſe over 


whom he preſides; ; theſe ſometimes ſuffer - 
much from the abuſe of his power; but 
they would ſuffer more from their mutual 


ill-uſage, if unreſtrained by his ſuperin- 


tendant authority. A vicious and corrupt 
people can never be free, becauſe they are 
. obliged to take ſhelter under deſpotiſm, . 
which alone can defend them from the 


oppreſſions andi in juries which they would 
every hour inflict upon each other; and-a 
virtuous people will never be laves, be- 


cauſe they ſtand i in need of no ſuch defence. 
We 
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Wee cannot fall into a mere comme, 
or more pernicious error, than to imagitis, 
that, becauſe liberty is dur ! ſapreme 
bleſſing/-we, for that feaſon can neyer 
have ioo mch: if this was true, /governt 
ment would indeed bela grie vnde; and 
ougkt every where to be abeffhetl ;. hH 
tlie bleſſings af liberty; He al others'be- 
flowed ippn mankind; are cireumſeribed 
within certain bounds, and Bee fis 
fortunes? by exceſs: dofnlinion is not 
allotted te tlie few, for the dn, but for 
the benefit of the many over whom they 
rule, and no greater degree of power 
ſhould ever be truſted in the hands of 
man, khan is requiſite for tlat end; but 
to fo much every community muſt ſubmit 
for its own preſervation; and this is the 
only ſtandard by which a juſt proportion 
Bris | of 


TW} 
of liberty can be | aſcertained. . Every 
pation. is by no means happy in propor- 
tion to the degree of freedom which it 
enjoys, hut, as that degree is adapted to 
me cireumſtanges and the diſpoſitions of 
the people; and with them muſt fre- 
quently change. The fame. degree. of 
_ power, which happily governs a ſtall, 
Induſtrious, virtuous, and frugal ſtate, is 
totally, unable 40 xeſtrain the avarice, 
ambition, and faction of an extenſive, 
Reh, and. luxurious empire > as jthe ſtill 
and ęryſtal lake is quietly bounded hy the 
Howery banks.which ſurround:it.z whilſt 


the turbulent and tempeſtuous ocgan can 
the canfingd: only. by tremendous rocks 
and aſpiring mountains. The greateſt 
8 and 
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= 
and impartial laws; but theſe cannot be 
adminiſtered, but either by their volun- 
tary fubmiſſion, or by ſuperior force ; if 
the. firſt, is, refuſed, the latter muſt- þe 
exerted, and then liberty ſubſiſts no more: 
and hence it is evidsgt, that thoſe who 
will not be. contented h the greateſh 
degree of this invaluable. blefſings; muſt 
quickly find themſelves depri ved of the 
leaſt; and that every people, who; from 
falſe and impracticable notians of liberty, 
refuſe to ſubmit to any; government of 
conflitution of human nature; be obliged 
to receive it under the yoke: of ſome 
foreign power, which is wiſer, and there- 
fore ſtronger, than themſelves. 
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T. 1 _ * 
liberty, frequently attack us with this 
triomphant queflibn, What lias govern- 
ment to do willi men's religion? to which 


Fanſwer, Nothing; provided r men's reli» 


gion had. nothing: 10 do wit government: h 
but our religious and political opinions 


and intereſts are ld intimately connected, 
and fo blended together, chat it ĩs impoſ- 


able te divide chem. Were religious 
controverſies relate to Tpectifative doc- 


wines only; Böternwent ald bare 


neither right or inclination to interfere in 


them; but ſuch are by no means the 


objects 


Fw] 
objects of- contention: theſe doctri nes, 
believed i by few, andodunderſtood by 5 2 
fewer, ard nothing mbre tharb the ſignals 
of parties ſtruggling for ſuperiority; not 
for truth g forꝶ as in civil Coritefts. men 

perſecute each other for wearing ribands 
of different colours, ſo do they 1 in religious, 
for profeſſing different opinions; not that 
they have any objections: to the ribands, 
or the opinions, but becauſe both are the 
marks h which thoſe are diſtinguiſned 
who are adverſe to their purſuits. Pro- 
teſtants nev  inflitute, f ſevere penal laws 


; 197408 18. E 


: againſt Pap ifts becauſe hey b believe tran- 


rg 5 


ſubſtantiajion, (är why { ſhould they not 
believe'i it if they can D but, becauſe the 


70 7 


profeſſion of that dodtrine is the teſt, by 


at, 


which thoſe : are known to, be members of 


2 church which would. . infringe. thei 
Nr Oe ou liberties, 
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are held forth as marks of diſtin 


liberties, and devour a great part of their 


property; on the other hand, the Church 
of Rome does not perſecute Proteſtants 


becauſe they cannot aſſent to this doc- 


trine, but, becauſe the diſavowal of it 
is the ſignal that they are deſirous to pull 


down that fabric of wealth and power, 
which they have erected for themſelves, 


and are unwilling to part with: ene | 


ambition and intereſt are the real cauſes 
af the diſpute; 17; 07 bn „e 


% will perhaps be faid, that, notwith 
male this may be true, there are many, 


9 wit 


very | many pious and honeſt perſons, 


who, on the ſtricteſt examination, and 


cleareſt convidtion, have adopted opinions 3 


on religious ſubjects, of which they we 
laydably tenacious, and cannot relinquiſh : 


without 


8 * : — 
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without violating koth;theig-enſan'ond : 


their conſience 3; and that of theſe, for 


Which they are aecuntahlo to God alone, 
no govermment can have a right to take 


cognizanee, much leſs to cuntroul. To 


all this I readily agree, ſo long as they 
continue te be opinions only ʒ but when? 


ever they ſhoot up into actions, which is 
their natural progeſs, they then come 


within the line of human juriſdiction, 


and government is obliged to take notice 
of them, qt from choice, but from ne- 
ceſſity, and elf · preſet vation: for every 
religious ſect holds principles more or leſs 
productiyę of arbitrary power, liberty, or 

anarchy,, which muſt neceſſarily affect 
the civil, conſtitutions under which they 


are profeſſed ; as they are the moſt dan- 
gerous, as well as the. moſt common 


| combuſiibles, 
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combuſtibles, which knavery employs to 


ſet folly and ignorance in a flame, when- 


=. 


nt to her intereſt. 


All religious ſects, however they may 


differ in other points, 2 apree ain one, 


imploring toleration, next claiming equa- 


* 


over-all the ireſt/i! Gevernimerit eufinot 


remain an unconcerned ſpectator of theſe 


cConientions, in which her own exiſtence 


is at ſtake, but muſt ſtretch Out a pacific 
hand to compoſe them: this the can 
effect by no other method, than by taking 


one, which ſhe-moſt approves, under her 
protection, maintaining its miniſters, and 


forming her public worſhip agreeable, to 
its doctrines ; that is, in other words, by 
gh N 5 ; R ; * | an 
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- an eſiabliſhment : and thus we ſee, ſliat 
ſome religious eſtabliſnment᷑ muſt neceſ- 

ſarily make a part of everycnational o- 
ſtitution ; which neceſſity proceeds not 
from any natural connection between 
religion and government, but, becauſe 
the: artifice, ignorance, and ſuperſtition 
of mankind: never fails to unite them: 
and hence, I apprehend, ariſes that al- 
liance between church and ſtate, which 
has been ſo much diſcuſſed, and ſo lttle 
underſtood. I 


The eſtabliſhment of one cas 
Wah always to be accompanied by an 
unlimited toleration of all others, on the 
principles of both juſtice and policy; of 
juſtice, becauſe, although every govern- 

ment has a right to beſtow her protection 
and emoluments on any mode of religion 
nn = 5 which 


ml 

which- ſhe moſt 'approves, ſhe: 42 habe 
no right to enforee the belief or exerciſe 
of that, or to prohibit the profeſſion of 
any other, by compulſive penalties ; of 
policy, becauſe'ſtich a toleration is the 
moſt effectual means of putting an end 
to all religious diſſenſions, which fpring- 
ing, for the moſt part, from a love of 
ſingularity and contradiction, thrive under 
perſecution, and, when — be 
| oppoſed, they ceaſe to ert. 


If ſome eſtabliſhment is this neceſſary, | 
ſo' muſt be ſome teſts, or ſubſcriptions, 
by which the friends of this eſtabliſhment 
may be diſtinguiſhed, and the principles 
of thoſe who are admitted into it aſcer- 
tained ; without which it would be no 
eſtabliſhment at all : but every wiſe go- 


vernment will take care to make theſe as 
ee 
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comprehenſive. as the nature of their in- 


flitutions will admit, in order to leſſen he 
number of her enemies; for; moſt aſ- 5 


ſuredly ſuch will all be who are excluded. 
| Whoever are enemies to the religious 


conſtitution of any country, whatever 
they may pretend, can never be friends 


to its civil; for it is impoſſible that an 


honeſt man, who believes his own reli - 
gious profeſſion to be true, and moſt 
acceptable to his Creator, ſhould ever be 


cordially attached to a conſtitution which 
diſcourages the exerciſe of it, and pa- 
tronizes another, which appears to him 
to be falſe and impious. Extend this 
comprehenſion as widely as poſlible, it 
will exclude many pious and worthy 


| perſons, who are tenacious of different | 


principles ; and narrow it to any degree, 
it 
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it will ill admit all thoſe who have none: 
nor is it inexpedient that they ſhould be 
admitted; for every ſtate has a right to 


avail itſelf of their aſſiſtance; who, thongh - 
they are not: ſo good men, may be better 
ſubjects 3 as thefe may be induced by 


intereſt to ſupport the conſtitutiom of their 
country, chile thoſe. are PR by 


principle to ſubvert it. 


Tboſe who will not conform to any 
Chriſtian eftabliſhment, give theſe reaſons 
for their diſſent that the religion ſo 
eſtabliſtied is "imperfect, corrupted, and 
difimilar to the genuine purity of that 


holy inſtitution; and that they are in 5 


duty bound to reject ſuch a religion, and 
to ſearch for another, which appears to 
chem to be more perfect and pure. The 


firſt of theſe reaſons is unhappily true, 


but 


3 146 1 
but no aþotogy Gupddteir, {ondudryaiea 
latter; untirtly a il hiftakezr arid therefore 
 ought:novto be regardeds:!! © [11 od 
Fit Heh, the de Bf n pertecrislt 
4 rte ay Pede Sod ap Saltlit 
any kacke ret Kön Mit ever eifel 

It müft 8e Habl ble — ny ih perfeQiond 
ff fr nstüfe, K he nature of 
mat Dp its 0 HAT ol, it nüt 
__ Me erkits and Plejdiees of the 
fimes; And, howlintiich fbever it is ther 
apProbed, it cantor Wit Preſetve itt 
 appi6bati6h; Beczüſt, Hutnan Kiened 

| bei Gib) dieren, matte 
gro Hidle or tell Knowing in every ge. 
neration, Latid conſequently muſt chatige Z 
thelr opti on teligious, as welk as on 
all other ſubjects} 10 that, however 


e ay eſtabliſhed ſyſtem may be 
RA formed 


change of national religions cannot keep 
pace with the alterations of netionsl ogi- 
nions, becauſe f ſuch frequent reviews a ang ; 
 -xsformations, woulc uld totally unhinge. men's 
Principles, and; ſubvert the — : 


1 % 1 


farmed at firſt; an mud from the natural | 
increaſe or decreaſe of human knowledge, 


be found or thought he erroneous: in 
the. courſe of, a few ears: and FebSbe 


gf al religion-gnd mne. 1 


labil ment which protects it. doe 


WS & % + 


by. that it will be mixed. with the worldly 


Backus of 1g degrnarate votes and it 


mung be extremely difimila tots grigina 
purity, or it would be.incapable of being 


65 eſtabliſned; for pure and, genuine Chriſ⸗ 


tianity never Was, nor ever Cap: be the 
national a of. any country upon 


3 Car th. 
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| ſhelter cofoiwhoſe/ bratibhibs the Eds o 


. 
earth. It is a gold tod refined toi be 
_ worked wp: with any hutham inflitdtion; 
without large portion'of alloy ;"forg 10 
| fooner is this falt grem vf muftard Ne 
wt ſhowers of civil 
emolaments)/ than it grüwö up into d 
lange (and! ſpreading Tree] under the 


prey anti plunder! ul hot fall t mae 
for themirbras comfottubls:thubltationdj 
and hence defaoe its beauty and deſtioq 
its fruits. al Srl! ud 20 04731500 
Tete plan" 6 ious hab 
Uhhitents a6 certainly Jaff,” but _— 
tis for afſenſions, noe? the dates 
whichy makes the latte?” pro propo poſition! i is in- 
tirely a” Hiſtake" for ns man can b 
bouritt iti duty to deſert a "national rei. 
gion, on account of defects congenial to 


„„ its 
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which is nor: where tobe found. Some 
5 religious eſtabliſhment-is abſdlutely ne- 
but it is not. noceſſury that this inbuld be 
perfect, ande. fc from all errors and 
egrruption, mam evg: Aha it ſhuld beſo 
eficemed -by dhoſe vhs conform 1tol it: 
if it contains nothing repugnant tb the 
principles. of; :, morality, and the 
doctrines of Chviſt, The mag uf the 
Wi in every co GUY, hein incapable 
of rang oy ge aueh te inguiry Ng ür 


ous Ubi. jects, muſh have religion ready 
made, or none at tall; and j in thi thoſe 


OOTY 7 


of ſuperior. abilities 5 may Lonſcientiguſſy | 
join, without impeding, their further rer 
ſearches into the di penſations of F rovi- 


— 


dence, 


bw — ————_— 


the hands of mefpg! but what would de 
he condition of any riatiot 
Was mene? No wnifeurm ee 
Worſtip® could there be adopted y. fro 


eaigees billy or repdiled for the Sclebfd- 


Uf bf it, nor miiftets radiate" to 
Perform it, except” "at the! Gill I An 
ignorant i: qi 
mnajoftty of whom would chuſe rattier to 

have neither worlhitp, chiirches, or min- 
ſters, than to incur "the experices” which 
miüſt attend then Every man, who 


had any ſenſe of rein; would make 


-one for himſelf ; from whence i innumera- 


ble ſects would ſpring up, each of which 
W chule 4 miniſter for themſelv ves; 


ha, 


in which fie 


-otdarit multitude; "te 
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who) bring dependent for — 5 
the voluntary and precariaus liherality „ 
eee nnen 
4 cmes they ae . 
taught 3. and conſequently none but the 
moſt ignorant and illiterate would under- 
11 mean and besen an aner. 


vn ima ene paß 

ad the inſt Qiqns of ſach jeach S, 
_ would ſlit into ag many ſects and parties, 
divifions and ſubdiviſions, as knavery and 
folly, artifice, abſurdity, and enthuſiaſm, 
can produce; each of which would be 
attacked with violence, and ſupported = 
with obſtinacy by all the reſt. - This evi- 
e demonſtrates, that, ſame religious 
_ eftabliſhment 


civil — ee ers of which 
are ſo far from being bound in duty to 
deſert it; Pbeaule it falls fort of their 
ideas of putity and perfection, that they 
are öbllgetk by all the tles of Bene voleHd 
and foctery to conform ta and ſuppert = 
unlets it ulres « any conceſſions poli 
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tet criminal.” 
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Should it fill be infiſted o on, 1 ener 
man, Is obl iged to profeſs and exerciſe 
that religion which appears: to him molt 
conſonant to reaſon, and moſt acceptable 
to God, with which na. government can 
have a right to meddle, or power to con · 
troul; in anſwer I ſhall only fay, that all 
this, is undoubtedly. a miſtake, which 
aciſes from applying propoſitions to men, 


f 
4 
1 

; 

i 
4:4 

1 
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as members of national communities, 


which are applicable to them only as in- 


dividuals. Mankind, ſo long as they 
reſide on this -terrefirial-; glabe,; ; qught 


capacity 4 munten nt * derber 


of ſoacty,; that is, as men, and as citi- 
Zens: in which different ſituations, 6 | 


different" are their relations and duties, 
that there is ſcarce a propoſition. which we 


can affirm of them with truth | in one, 
which i is not falſe if applied t 3 thetm ir in 


the other. It is by this miſapplication | 


that the zealous adFocates fo? unbounded 


liberty, civil and religious, deteive their 


followers, and ſometimes themſelves, and 


draw concluſions equally deſtructive of 


all government and religion,” T hus, for 
ee, they aſſert that all men a 


x — jan jocependen t: | 
ſpecies/1/isotrue SC 


. aſſertion to men wo are members of 


civil communities; to whom-ſuborditid- 
tion ix neceſſiry and obedienee to their 
ſuperiors an indiſpenſable duty, and there- 
fore in regard to whom it is abſalutely 
falſes and ꝓet from hence. hey endea- 
vour 10 prove, that government is an 
infringement of the natural rights of 
mankind. In like manner they affirm, 
that every man is obliged to make choice 
of that religion, and ito adhere to that 
mode of worſhip, which appear to his 
= nnn to be the pureſt, and maſt 
acceptable to his Creator: this propo- 
ſition, lkewiſe. with regard t to men con- 
fidered| as indiriduals, is o true; 5 but this 


again 
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again 223 — re-of- IP 
communities, and eſtabliſhed. chyrches : 
With. regard to whom it is not true: for, 
ass ſuch, ihey are hound in duty to pro- 
4eſithat religion; and practiſe that mode 
of worſhip, which the laws of that 
community eryaoin; provided they find no- 
thing in them pobitively; evil: yet from. 
hence they would perſuade us, that every 
indiv idual has a 1 ght to deſert, or even 
to oppoſe, the eſtabliſhed religion ef his 
| country, whenever he finds, or-faticies he 
can find a better. Thus are meir unwary 
admirers deceived: the truth of theſe 
Propoſitions they cannot deny, and have 
not perhaps ſagacity ſuffieient to diſcover 
— +0 tes 


It is remarkable, that Cmiſtanity o con- 


fly addreſſes © us as men, never as 


citizens; > 


2 
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preps eee — long 


2 of evil, contempt 


of the reid. and 1 nn ö 


Nudes 36 beeauſe in chit Tchad they 
would tape een im r 


and much leſs regulate her conduct with 
regard to foreign powers," in conformity 


5 eee paſſions, and the vices of 


dem; to thoſe who have little to do TER 


the 


eee n of | 


xticable: for nd 
| ſtate oan adminiſter her internal policy, 
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difficult 5 but for thoſe who are employed 


Peace, and managing the. intiigues of 
contending factions, it is abſolutely im- 


prafiicable..).This I take lo be he cauſe 


of thoſe frequent - declarations from the 
Author of this religion, that neither him: 
ſelf nor his: doctrine are of, this, wotld.; 
but adverſe. to, all its purſuits : and this 
ps may be the reaſon of that aſſer- 


don, hat it is eaſier for a camel to go 


through, the eye of a needle, than for a 

rich man o enter into the kingdom of | 

God ;.. becauſe, rich men being uſually | 
© moſt 


EE = 
moſt engigrcb in theſe] purſuits, mob 


— 


attached to the world, and moſt involvech 25 


in the buſineſs of it, (thecextremes diffi 
culty of their admiſnon is thus foreibiy 
expreſſedi z ori if by. a rich man, is here 
meant a great man; that is, a gunquera 
2 hero, or ar ſtateſman, this declaratioi 
may perhaps be litetallyiitrue ; and hat 
it ſhould in dtüs place be, Is vnderlioad, 
ſeems no huprobablec gothiecture, 2% 
———— moſt dam 
guages are ſy nonymons terms. The 
firſt Chriſtians: ſaw, theiy;rehgion: in this 
ght, and ;refuſed to have any” CONCErR 
with government, unleſs to obey it: they 
inquited not into the rights f thoſe wh 
ruled, nor their ow to llberty, and 
wiſhed far nothing, but to paſs thro this 
life unincumbered with its buſineſs, and 
* | well 


__ {4 1 
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bey bora, lie eee 3 
—— 
adopted their religiom/ ane by much 


W — almoftubis | 


verſal, theſe: ptinciples: of inaQtivity! were 
ne longer tenable, without the total dif- 
folation of All government; for if no 
man would igovern, there od be none: 
neceſſity thereforecobliged them totale a 


part, a part ſobm awakkened ambition, 


and loretef power, thoſe paſiions' o 
mem to ſtizae the whole; Chtiſtianity 
was eſtabliſhed; in conſeqquence uence corrupt- 5 
ed, and little more of it eee ; 

the name; ud 2 diy bow duiants if 
EIT | ' To 


* 


Hs of 'Chriſtianitpcwithithe:.oocupations and 
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cuſtoms of the world, were alt thoſe nu. 
merous inomaſtie inſtitutions, which every 
where accompanied its progrefi;indebted | 
 vourable!to the genuine ſpltit ef that 
religion; bu, Uke the religion itſelf, ſo 
adverſe to we nature of cham that they 
enn flertr be made fit for general uſes 
few; who ure bapable of empleying ſoli- 
tude in devotion. and religious eentem- 
| plationg they” would undoubtedby have 
been condative'to the prattice vt every 
Chriſtian virtue; but, as all wWete indiſcri- 
minately adtnitted, who pretended to 
fanclity, :08-who- miſtook-enthuliatees for 


piety, and a _ with the" world for 
Dis h the 


6 1 
the rsa e 


tents fo ink, and Genie of 6 fir 
nne. ee think | 


there ars ſtill within their alls: e few: 


inſtancss af patience: ant geſignation, 


devotion and. charity, carrieqrto achigher 


— 


degree of perfection han they are or can 


be in any ether Gan d 10 
fe, ande cherer ruptlons of national eſta- 


bliſhmeats,ofayft more ot lefs abſtrucd |” 


theiri progreſs, where our; virtue muſt be 


tions interrupted by amuſements and 


| ps can chat ſerane chearfulneſs 


and 


endangered / hν continual itetaptations; = 
our meditations diyerted- foin cceleſtial 
objects by-wordly purſuits z our devo- : 


en ee e eee a4 


t . 1 


the Tliſtian proſeſſton, mit frequently 
_. bEdiſthrbed by ae yo 


many! of :thefs! recluſes impoſedd pom 


themſelves, were probably derived fror 


efſeinlal! Part of their rellgion; 4 motion 


note watlg hr dhe 
20 21 ick AVI Illis an 17 2197130 
But 1% then edi a beigen 
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which f is fo o improper for the purpoſe. 
N01 
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: neceſſary to the e 1 every ftate, 
M and 


AM 


antibligby: cortipticenby;2 Ani is 


atniflaken notion, that ſüffering was All 


which they had perhags contracted fro 
that eonflant contietivrf between them 
which they had ſo üg Obst ved and felt 
during: Hieir perſetutlons, and werè dt 
Able fuddenky to 4Batidun, in GON 


4 | relig gion of. any i-mate" 
as al its principles, muſt be derived frem 
the reaſon of ſome, they will always be 

controverted by the reaſon of others, and 

a? therefore: never ain A ae ac 

eee and the _ of - his own 
underſtanding, may be convinced of the 
great truths of natural | religion 21 but, 
without the ſanction of ſupernatural au- 
thority, he will never r be-able.to convince 
others, who will er s believe his doc- 
triges, or obey | his precepts. Tf Chit 2 
; tianity, therefore, i is not adopted, 1— — 

fabulous ſyſtem. muſt ſupply | its pax: 
and, if ſome cltabliſhed religion there 


as . "muſt 
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| muſt be it is ſurely more Abe a 
. make a true e than a ROitinns revelation . 2” 
Ts poſe as; WE. 50 preferable - 0 


do eftabliſh Paganiſm or Mahometiſm, | 
and lay Chriſtianity by for private uſe; | 
x which, disfigured as it is by worldly con- ? | 


75 nections, is ſtill ſuperior: 10 all other in 


ſtitutions. As members therefore of po- 
fitical' communities, we are bound to 
8 accept it with all its imperfeQtions; tho, 

8 individuals, we ought always to ap- 

proach as near to its original purity, as 
dur own imperfections will permit. 
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